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Chriſtian World. 


EAR immortal Souls! will you permit a Friend 
of yours to ſpeak to you a little about your 
higheſt and everlaſting Concerns ? Jt may be, no body 
has ſpoken to you about them a great while; and I 
fear you will not mind them, without being earneſtly, _ 
and frequently ſpoken to: And is it not pity, and is 
it not ſad, that you ſhould fit ſtill and neglect a great 
Salvation and glorious Eternity? Eternity did I ſay? 
Oh! who can mention ry without Admiration, 
dear Souls, is it not 
ten thouſand Pities that, for Want of Knowledge, 
and Wiſdom, and Care, you ſhould loſe the time of 
Life, and loſe a Day of Grace, and plunge yourſelves 
into eternal Deſtruction! Oh! who can bear the 
Thought of it? who can chuſe but ſigh and weep, to 
think, that Thouſands, - and Thouſands, who now 
live merry and jocund in a careleſs World, will ere 
long be turned into Hell with all chem that forget 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt! 
O that mine Eyes were Fountains of Waters, to run 
down Day and Night for the Multitude of ignorant, 
profane, 1 Souls, that dwell in our happy 
Land! O the Crowds of them that are every where. 
to be found! How are our Cities, Countries, and 
No „ Families, 
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Families, ſilled with looſe, wanton, hardened Sinners, 
that will not hear, and will not learn, the Things 

that belong to their endleſs Peace! How many Fami- 

lies live without Religion, and without the Word or 
Worſhip of God, and mind Nothing but the World, 

and Vanity, and Sin, from one Week's End to the 
other? what Numbers are there of wicked Souls, 
that live in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in. Chamber- 

ing and Wantonneſs, in Hatred, and Strife, andEnvy, 

in Curſing, and Swearing, and Uncleanneſs, and ne- 

ver conſider what the dreadful End of all this Sin 

will be! Oh ! how many Thouſands are there. that 

live without conſcientiouſly hearing and reading the 

Word and Will of God, without ſerious Prayer to 

God, without ſoleinn Thoughts whether there be a 

| God to be worſhipped or not! or whether there be a 
| Mediator between God and Man, or not, or what the 
| Mediator is, or where he is, or what he is doing! Ah! 
poor periſhing Mortals! what will become of you? 
where will you in a little Time appear, if this Courſe 
hold? Oh, give a Friend, yet a Stranger, Leave to 
bemoan and bewail your woeful Condition! O ſad 
Day! that brought you into the World, if in ſuch a 
Condition you ſhould go out of it! Woe to you that 
ever you were born, if you put not on Wiſdom, Re- 
pentance, and Holineſs, before you die! Oh, I be- 
Neech you, open your Eyes and Ears! Hear the Word 
and Truth of God, and ſee the Things that he hath 
revealed! Behold the Love and Compaſſion of the 
bleſſed God! Behold the Mercies and Grace of the 
Sen of God! Behold the.Glofies of Heaven and the 
Sorrows of Hell! Behold;the, endleſs Life and endleſs 
Death that God hath ſet: before you! O, the Stupidity 
and Deadneſs of worldly ſenſual Souls! O, how 

_ © grieved and pained am 1 for you! Grieved, to think 
of the Joys that you forfeit and ſcorn! pained to 
think of the helliſh Anguff zd Woes that you are 
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Wrath that breaketh the Mountains in Pieces, And 
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running into! And how much more grieved and pain- 


ed ſhould I be, had I more love to you, and a more 


clear and lively Belief of thoſe Reports that are in the 
Word of God! I ſhould then more reſtleſsly cry out, 


O! my Bowels! my Bowels! O, how do they yearn 


over you! how axe they diſturbed and diſtreſfed for 
you, my Brethren! And-will ye not pity yourſelves? 
ave you no Concern for your own Welfare, or for 


the Deliverance of yourſelves from eternal Wrath 


and Ruin? Alas! would you have God to fave you 
againſt your Wills ? or bring you. to that Heaven 
that you will not like, or love, or ſeek? O, that I 


could help you to ſre your Caſe! and that I could 
do Somet ing to pol you as Brands out of the Fire! 


O, how does your Deſtruction haſten! and, though 

ou ſleep and dream away your Life and Time, your 
Danian flumbers not. O, what will you do, when 
God ſhall ſay of you, It is a People of no Underſtand- 
ing, they will not underſtand the Things that belong 
to their own Peace and Salvation? and therefore he 
that made them will not have Mercy on them, and 
he that formed them will ſhew them no. Fayour Þ 


La. Xxvii. 11. 


Ah! you invaluable Souls, do you conſider this? 
who will ſave you, or can ſave you, if he that made 
you will not? Will any one ſhew you Favour if he 
that formed you will not do it? Whoſe Powers are 
greater than his? and whoſe Goodneſs and Mercy. YN 
are greater than his? whoſe Bowels of , Compaſſion 
are more tender than his? And will the Time come, 
when he will ſhew you no Mercy, and no Favour ? 
O dreadful ! what will you do when the great Day of 
his Wrath is come? where will you hide in the Dar 
of his ſevereſt Indignation ? How can ye bear chat 


burns down to the loweſt Hell“ 
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Ah! poor ſinning Mortals, How ſhall I beſpeak ye? 


how ſhall I pour out my Love to you, my Concern 
for you, and my Lamentations over you? O, that 


you were wiſe! wiſe for Eternity, and for Salvation! 
O come, ſit down, and let us reaſon together! What 
are ye doing? and what have ye been doing ſince 
you were born ? what fort of Heart and Life have 
you? What Spirit are you of? whither are you go- 
ing ? what will be the End of theſe Things? what 
Sort of World do you think to appear in next ? where 
will your Abode be for ever and ever? Ah! poor 
Wretches ! do you think to eat and drink away the 
Time of Life, to fleep and trifle away the faireſt Sea. 
ſons that God lends you, and then conclude, that all 


will be well, and God and Heaven will be yours at 


laſt! O! deſperate Deluſion! what Sin or Luſt, what 
Villain or Devil, put it into your Minds? Never 
believe it, that, without Faith, and Repentance, and 


_ Holineſs, you ſhall ever ſee God, or enjoy the Com- 


pany ot the bleſſed. O, that you would be recon- 
ciled to Wiſdom! to that Wiſdom that the Word of 
God will teach you! O, that you would be reconciled 
to true Seriousneſs and Godlineſs'! "Rouſe up your 
Reaſon, and Senſe, and Judgment! throw away the 
fooliſh Conceits and wicked Preſumptions of this 
World! apply your Minds to Something good, and 
heavenly, and divine! Oh! for your Soul's Sike, 
for the Sake of your eternal Welfare.and Happineſs, 
let me beg you to think a little,” and ponder on ſuch 
Things as theſe ! | os rn 8 


S EC T. I. Serious Conſiderations. 

1. B thin ye what you are. What! know ye not 
vour ownfelves! Are you ſo intent upon 
Thin; without, that ye can never look within, nor 
ccn,der your own Beings ? Are ye not curious ex- 
ö | | | cellent 
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cellent Creatures? do you not ſee a great Variety of 
Creatures lower than you, ſuch as ſeem to be made 
on Purpoſe for you, and for your Uſe and Service? 
what elſe are the Birds of the Air, the Beaſts of the 
Field, and the Fiſh of the Sea and the Rivers ? Are 
you not much better than they? furniſhed with greater 
Exccli'encies and Powers? and who made you differ? 
who gave you more Knowledge, and Judgment, and 
Conſcience ? who put the Sheep, and Oxen, and o- 


ther Cattle, in Subjection to you? Was it not ſome. 
great Creator and Diſpoſer of all Things? was it not 


ſome great Lord that is good to Man, and prepared 
Him a well-furnifhed World to dwell in? Who made 
theie curious Bodies and excellent Souls? theſe Bo- 
dies of ſuch good Shape, and of ſo many Parts and 
Veſſels? who made this Head and Brain, that thus 
governs the Body, and guides the Motions of it? who 
made the Stomach to receive the Food, and digeſt it, 
to nouriſn the whole Body? who made the Lungs to 
breathe and blow, and the Heart to receive the Blocd, 
and pour it out again into all the Members and the 
Limbs? O! how wonderfully are you made! Who 
formed this Soul, that gives Life and Morion to the 
Body? that knows, and judges, and remembers ? that 
is capable of noble Services, and of great Joys and 
Miſeries ? O! fooliſh unthankful Mankind, that ſo 
forgets itſelf, - its Original, and Creator! Alas! how 
{ſtupid and ſleepy have you been all this While! how 
have ye loſt your Thoughts, and Minds, And Souls, 
amidſt the Cates and Noite of the World! and how 


dead and loft have ye been to your Maker, and to all 


the Love and Service that you owe him ! EA 
2. Oh! Confider who God is! How high, and great, 
and glorious, he is, that made you, and ordained all 
theſe Things! He is indeed the high and lofty One 


that inhabits Eternity! So great and vaſt is he, that 
theHeaven of Heavens cannot contain him ! So bright 
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and glorious is he, that the pureſt brighteſt Angels 
cover their Faces before him! O! look up to the Hea- 


vens, and consider the Wiſdom and Power that ſhine 


there! what wonderful Wiſdom, and Power, was that, 
that made this Firmament and Sky that hang over our 
Heads, that made this great warming Sun that ſhines 
by Day that made all theſe Thouſands of Stars that 
look down upon us at Night! O! the Glories of God! 
Look round about you upon the Earth, and ſee the 


Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, that dwell there! 
What Riches and Stores are there | Graſs and Herbs 
for the Cattle! Beaſts, Birds, and Cattle, for Men! 


Seas and Rivers to water the Earth! O, that Men 


would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his 
woncerful Works to the Children of Men! O, how 


great and good is that God that thus made and ordered 
all theſe Things! How great is his Goodnefs, and 
how great is his Beauty, and how great are his Holi- 
neſs and his Porer! and then how great are his Love 


and Favour, and alſo how great are his Juſtice, and 


Wrath, and Indignation! O, who would not fear and 
glorify him! O, how ſad it is, that your Hearts are 
turned away ftom God? that ye have no more Delight 
in him, or Deſire after him! Oh! how ſad it is, that 
you ſhould live ſo ſtrange to that God, who only can 
make this World a Comfort to you, and who alone 
can make you eternally happy! )! 9 
3. O think what the Law of God is! The Rule 
that he hath given you to act ana hve by! Has God 


made you fit to guide aud govern yourſelves? And do 


you think he has given no Laws, to command, to 
direct, you? Does he juitly expect Honour and Wor- 
ſhip from you? and has he not taught you how to 


worſhip him? Does your Conſcience never accuſe you 
for having broken the Law of God? Do not you. 


ſind the Laws and Commands of God in your Bible? 


Are 
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will you ſcorn his Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and Power? 
What! will you trample upon his Mercy, and Pa- 


- provoke him to his Face! O, poor Souls! think what 
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Ate not the chief of them ſummed up in ten Heads, 
or ten Commandments ? and ſammed up fo, that you 

may the more eaſily remember them, and think upon 
them? Yer when did you learn, or ſtudy, the Law of 
God ? when did you think of the Things that ate com- 
manded or forbidden there? when did you find that... 
God's Law is exceeding broad? that it reaches che 
Mind, che Thoughts, and Conſcience, and judges the 
Secrets of the Heart? Aas, how little have ye loved 
your Duty and Obedience to God! Do you think 
God has forgotten his Laws as much as you have? 
and that he will never call you to an Accgunt'for your 

]Jengrence, Stubbornneſs, and Diſobedience to them? 
On! conlicer, that the Judge of all the Earth will 
naintain his Law, and will do right! 

4. Conſider what Sin is. It is your Unſuitableneſs- 
and Contradiction to the Law of God; your Difagree- 
ment and Diſubedience to God's good, and holy, and 
ſpiritual, law; and, if Treaſon and Rebellion againſt 
an earthly King deſerve Death, whar muſt be the 
Wages of Treaſon and Rebellion againſt a Holy God?: 
What! will you bid Defiance to the Majeſty of Heaven? 


tence, and Love i win you dare his Vengeance, and 


ye are doing: Do ye think God will not hate Sin, 
and that he will not be reyenged on ali ifs Workers 
of Iniquity ? O! how much Evil, and Guilt, there 
is in one Sin! And O] how. much more in a whole 
Life of Sin! And how much more if you live and die 
in Sin without Repentance! O dreadful! what, will 
you go out of the World, and go to the Bar of God, 
and tell him, that you did well to fin againſt him, 
and that you never heartily repented of finning, 
againſt him f | 3 


1 6800 . 
6 · Confider what Conſcience is. It will make you, 
ſome Time or other, conſider: It will not always be 
choked and filenced. Have you no Conſcience ? would 
you have the World to know you have none? How 
fit are you then to be turned out of the World! 
Have vou no inward Shame for any Thing you fay 
or do? Can you lie without 3 ? Have you 
no Fear of God, no Reflection on yourſelves, no Re- 
gard to the Law of God? Can you contentedly mur- 
der all that ſtand in your Way, or be unclean, or ſteal, 
or forſwear, if you thought you ſhould not be diſ- 
covered! Oh what Hearts have you! how unfit to 
live among Mankind! Does Conſcience never accuſe 
vou? Do ye never tremble at the Voice, of God, in 
Thunders, Lightning, Earthquakes, Storms, Famines, 
and Plagues ? Oh, what a ſeared Conſcience have you! 
if you have no Conſcience, how much worſe arc you 
than the Brutes that have none ! and that becauſe you 
are likely to do much worſe Miſchief! If you have a 
Conſcience, what-is the Language, and Meaning, of 
it? Does it not tell you, that there is a holy and terri- 
be God? that you have offended him, and want 
'to be reconciled, and to be at Peace with God ? 
does it not tell you that you have Souls to 
be ſaved, and Work to be done for Eternity? does it 
not tell you that Death is coming, and you are un- 
ready, and know not what will become ef you for ever? 
D, for more C3nfcience in the World! Sad, that Men, 
that muſt die and goto Judgment, have loſt their Mind 
and their Conſcience! Did you never feel the. Pains 
and Pangs of Conſcience ? if you never did, O ! con- 
ider how inraged and pained it would be, if God 
ſhould open Conſcience more, and ſet your Sins in 
Order. before your Eyes, and make you feel the 
Weight of them! O-what a pained, troubled, reſtleſs, 
Conſcience would you then have ! It would give you 
Ro Reſt Day nor Night; it will be a conſtant Torture 
To you, and as a Worm that never dies! Oh! ſtand 

| in 


in Awe of your Conſcience, ſee that it be reconciled 


1s a finful World, continually breaking God's Laws. 


wronged and oppreſſed! almoſt all have their Croſſes, 


this? What will it profit you to gain ſuch a, World 


you have no Religion, ſure you have no Conſeience; 
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to God, and purged from dead Works, that you may 
comfortably ſerve the living God! | 

6. Sce wheat a ſinful, woeful, World you live in ! If 
you did but know the Law of God, you would fee it 


O, how little of the Fear and Love of God dwell - 
there! O, how little Aim and Deſign for God are 
there to be found! but Sin and Ungodlineſs every 
where reign. Can we wonder then, that God is an- 
gry with ſuch a World as this, and that he ſends + 
Puniſhments, Woes, and Plagues? We find ſome - 
complain of Poverty and Want, ſome of Sickneſs and 
Pain, others ef Shame and Reproaches: Some are : 


Nifappointments, and Vexations, in one Kind or 
other; and Death at laſt infallibly comes, and. cuts 
down all. And ſhould: we be fond of ſuch a World as 
this? a failing, withering, World$! a vain, vexatious 
dying, World! Ah, poor Mortals } will ye not ſeek 
a better World than this? will ye ſell your Souls for 


as this, and then loſe your on Souls, and periſh for 
ever? Ol what Need have you to be ſaved from this 
preſent evil World, and ſet your Hearts, and Hopes, 
and ExpeRations, upon a betteln 

7. Conſider what Religion i;. The Way of ſerving - 
and pleaſing God. Confider. what the Chriſtian » 
Religion is: That Way of ſerving and pleaſing God, 
which is eſtabliſhed in and by Jeſus Chrift, and which 
is taught to the World by him, and is contained in- 
the New Teſtament. Do you take Care to learn: 
your Religion from thence. or have you no. Reh-. 
gion? If. you have none, are yeu not Hypocrites? 
for, do you not profeſs ſome Religion or other? If 
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Cuſtoms and Commandments of Men? from your 
Parents and Education ? Alas! are Cuſtoms always 
good? is Education always agreeable to the Word 
of Chriſt ? Alas! do you pretend to be Chriſtians, 
and yet not know what Chriſtianity is, and what it 


1 


tend to be of, and by which you hope to be ſaved? 
Oh! what Ignorance is here! Do you think that a 
Religion you do not underſtand will do you any 
Good ? or that it is enough to have the Name, and 
make a Noiſe about Religion, when you have none 
of the Power and Practice? O! how eafily do poor 
Sinners delude their own Souls, and cheat them into 
eternal Darkneſs ! | | 
8. Bethink yourſelves who the Lord Feſus Chrift is! 
How oft do you ſpeak of him, and yet not know him 
nor think of him? What! know ye not Chriſt ? is 


be the Head and Author of your Religion, and yet 
not know him? Are ye called by his Name, called 


Ohriſtians! and yet not know who Jeſus Chriſt is? 
What do you think of him? is he God, or Man, or 
both ? what are his Excellences? or has he none in 
pour Eyes? what do you think of his Perſon, of his 
Office, Work, and Deſign! what do you think of his 
iF mug on our Nature, and coming into our World? 
What do you know of his Life and Death, of his 
Miracles, and Righteouſneſs, and Spirit? what do 
you know of his dying for our Sins, & forourRedemp- 
tion ? of his riſing from the Dead, and going up into 
Heaven, and ſending down his Holy Spirit to con- 
vert and ſanctify the World unto himſelf? what do 
ye know of his reigning and interceding in Heaven, 
and of his defiring to come again to judge the whole 
World? O! fooliſh, ungrateful, Chriſtians, that will 

1 | | not 


and, if no Conſcience, ſure no Reaſon, nor Judgment, 
but live like filly Beaſts. If you have Religion, 
where is it? whence do you learn it? from the 


means? Are ye Strangers to the Religion you pre- 


neſs to him: The Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Way in 
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not know Jeſus Chriſt, their Lord and Mafter ! 01 
blind Neglecters of your own Souls, that will not 
know and remember him that came to redeem and 
ſave you! O! how will you. look him in the Face 
when he comes again! | I 
9. Canfider what the Bible ir, The Book that God 
has ſent you, to teach N u the Way to Heaven, and 
Happineſs, and himſelf: The Book that is to make 
you good and wiſe ; yea wiſe for Salvation: The 
Book that contains the Law of God and Goſpel of 
Chriſt: The Law of God; and what he commands: 
you, as your Duty, and Obedience,. and Thankful-- 


which you are to be pardoned, and ſaved, and accept- 
ed with God. There you are told what God has 
done in the Creation, Preſervation, Redemption, and 
Government, of the World: There you are told 
how God dealt with Man when he had made him 
good and happy: There you are told what God has 
done in ſending his Son for the Redemption of the 
World; and what the Son of God has done to redeem- 
and recover us to God ; There you learn how holy 

Mea have walked with God, and have been: loved 
and bleſſed by him; and how evil Men have offend- 
ed him, and have been curſed and puniſhed by him. 
There you are taught how to believe, and repeat, . 
and obey, and overcome the World, and be eternally 5 
happy and bleſſed. O bleſſed Book, how it is ſlighht- 
ed and deſpiſed! O wicked World, that will not | 
value, and ſtudy, and learn, the Book of God, the 
Word of Truth, and Word of Salvation! Oh! the 
Patience of God! that ſo bears with the World, that 
diſregards and forſakes his Law and Covenant, his 
Will and Grace, diſcovered to periſhing Mankind! 
10. Confider what Converſion, Repentance, and Re- 
generation, are. It * 5 you often hear the N 1 * 
| | | ut. 
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bat little knew the Things. Do ye know what it is 
to be converted unto God? Do yo know what that 
_ Repentance is that ſets your Heart againſt Sin, and 


ſets it towards God? Do you know what it is to be 


'new-born, or born from above? or to have a Heart 
and Mind renewed by the Spirit of God? Know ye 


not that you have Need that a great Change ſhould 
be made upon your Hearts and Conſciences, before 


vou can be fit to enter into Heaven? See you not, 


that you muſt be mightily altered in Temper and 


Spirit, before you can be ſo holy as ſome others are ? 
and before you can love God and Chriſt with all your 
Mind, and Might, and Strength. Do you not per- 
ceive how vain and fooliſh, how carnal, and worldly, 
and corrupt, you are? Do you not fee that you have 
Need to be new Creatures, to have new Hearts, new 
Spirits, new Aﬀections, that you may be ſuch as the 
Word of God requires, and ſuch as may be prepared 
for Death, and appearing before God! Oh! how 
Jong will you continue in your Sins? in the Love 
and Practice of Sin? How long will ye live Enemies 


and Strangers to God, without Converſion, or real 


turning to the living God? O turn ye, turn ye ! why 
will ye die, O Houſe of [/racl/'you that live in a 
Land and Country of Light and of the Goſpel ! 

: T1, Confider what Minifters are, and what they are for. 
Are they not to be Ambaſſadors for God, and to in- 
treat you to return and be reconciled to God? Are 
they not ordained and appointed to teach you the 
Way to God, and Life, and Heaven? And will you 
not hear them ? will you not learn and receive from 
them the Preaching and Inſtruction, that is for ow 


Good, and the Peace of your Souls? 


12. Bethink ye what Baptiſm is. Do you live i in a 
Chriſtian Land? and have you been baptized ? and 


Know: ye not what Baptidm 1 is? Know ye not that ye 
were 


* 
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were ſigned and ſealed with Water? ſigned for God's 
Servants, and ſealed in Covenant with him? was 
not Water applied to you, to tell you that now you 
muſt be pure and clean, purged from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, perſecting Holäneſs in the Fear of 
God? You were baptized into the Name of the Fa- 
ther, to oblige you to love the Father, and to be 
faithful in all Obedience to him, You were baptized- 
in the name of the Son, to. oblige you to chooſe the 
Son for your Redeemer and Saviour, and to be fol- 
lowers of him to Death. You were baptized into the 
Name of the Holy Ghoſt, to oblige you to accept the 
Holy Ghoſt for your Guide and Sanctifier, and to 
give up yourſelves to his ſanctifying Operation, And 
have you forgotten and neglected all this? O per- 
verſe Souls! will Nothing tie you to God ? will no 
Bonds be ſtrong enough to ſecure you to him? Oh! 
the Falſehood and Treachery of the baptized World! 
O how fad it is that ſo many Thouſands, that have 
been baptized to God and Chriſt, ſhould be Slaves to 
Sin, and led captive by the Devil! and that baptized 
ones, thoſe that have been given up to the Father, 
and to the bleſſed Son, and to the Holy Spirit, ſhould 
at laſt be found among the Devils, and doomed to 
their Flames and Deſtruction ! e, ag Ot 
13. O think what Death is! Think on it, for it is 


coming apace ; it is well if it does not come and ſeize 


you, before you have well thought of it. Will it not 
come and divide your Soul from the Body? will it 
not come, and cut down the Body, and lay it on the 
cold Earth? O deluded, beſotted Sinners, that will 
not think of that, that will be here fo ſhortly } O 
who has bewitched you, that you thould not prepare 

for ſuch a Meſſenger, that is coming to carry you 
into another World? O how ſhould I weep over 
dying Mortals, that will not think whither they are 


going! 


„ 

going! O deviliſh, tempting World, that will not 
iuffer Men to look and prepare for Death! O cruel 
Sin and Fleſh, that lull Souls aſleep, and bind them 
up in Sloth and Darkneſs, till they are landed in end- 
leſs Darkneſs and Deſpair ! O! dear Friends; awake, 
rouſe up Senſe and Reaſon, and bethink you where 
you will be in a little While! Alas! how many Fu- 
nerals do we ſee, and how many Mourners go about 
the Strects.! Alas! in how few Days muſt your Faces. 
be changed, your Eyes and Laps be cloſed; this warm 
and ing Body tretched out as a cold ſtiff Corpſe, 
and ſo confined up, and laid down in a dark Grave 
out of Sight! And will you. then be proud, and 
vain, and frothy, and gay, as you now are ? O good 
-dear Brethren of Mankind, think of: Death, and 
make all wiſe and Holy Preparation for it! | 

14. Think what Heaven is But who can tell the 
Joys and Pleaſures that are there! Oh that you 
would be willing to go and ſee, and feel them there! 
O how ſhall I adjure you to be in good Earneſt for 
Heaven ! then you will find at laſt that 1t was well 
worth all your Pains and Care. There is the Foun- 
tain, and all the Springs, of Life, and Peace, and 
Bliſs: There dwells the eternal God, in whoſe Pre- 
ſence 1s Fulneſs of Joy for evermore. There dwells. 
the Lord Jeſus, who will fill you with Happineſs, 
from the Light of his Countenance: There dwell.the- 
happy Angels, whoſe Company will be very plea- 
ſant and delightful : There dwell.the hely Souls that 
ate gone from the World, and are now made perfect, 
and will make you joyful. If all this good Compa- 
ny will not make you ſtrive for Heaven, in good 


Truth, you deſerve never to come thither. Shall 


Heaven and all its Inhabitants be deſpiſed by you ? 
Oh remember this in the Day when you are ſhut 
out thence, h 
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15. Oh! confider what Hell is. Conſider, that you 
ay not come there. God make you willing to 
ſcape thoſe Torments! O what Tongue can tell, or 
eart conceive, the Sharpneſs, and Severity, and 
Length of them! There is the Abode of the Devils, 
and damned Spirits, that are hated and curſed by the 
oly God: and how great are the Power of his 
rath, and the Weight of his Fury ! How dreadful, 
doleful, and terrible, muſt his juſtice, and Indigna- 
ion, and Revenge be! O the Worm that is there 
ill never die! O the Fire that is there, and will ne- 
er be quenched ! O the Lake of burning Brimſtone, 
hat flames and torments for ever and ever! O the 
ries and Howlings that are there Night and Day! 
O the Weeping and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth ! 
O the Pains and.Stings of Conſcience ! O the Horror, 
\nguiſh, Confufion, and Deſpair! Lord, evermore 
fave us from that Place of Torment! O make us 
illing to be, and to do all that is needful to fave us 
from the Wrath to come! O fit down, poor Mortals, 
and bethink ye what if ye ſhould be in Hell before 
his Month be ended! O how inconceivably ſad will 
your Cafes be to all Eternity | And why not you as 
well as Thouſands that are there already, and Thou- 
ands more that will go there hereafter ! What do we 
do more than others? How little Care do we take to 
prevent Damnation? O awake, all you that have 
Souls to be ſaved! For God's Sake, bn thoſe preei- 
dus dear Souls Sake, have a Care of running into the 
oes and Flames of Hell! e 
16. Confider, for the Lord Yefus Christ's Sake ! con- 


aer, the eternal Day of Fudgment! The Day when 


all Mankind muſt be doomed to their eternal State 


and Abode! O bleſſed Day! O doleful Day! The 


10ſt bleſſed that ever came to ſome; the moſt dole- 
ul that ever was to others, Oh who can tell the 
Joys or Sorrows of that Day? 
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A Day, one ſhould think, that ſhould continually 
keep the World in Awe. O how: will you look the 
Judge in the Face? How will ye do, when the Arch- 
Angels Voice and Trumpet ſhall open your Graves 
and ſtartle you there, and draw you forth to appear 
before all the World? How will: ye be able to be- 
hold all that Company? How will your Conſciences 
then bear you out? How wall you endure to have 
your Names called over, your Accounts called, your 
Talents of Time, and Holy Means and Mercies reck- 
oned for? What Account can you give of what you 
have been doing in the Body ever ſince you were 
there? O how will you bear the Judge's Voice and 
the eternal. Sentence he will pronounce ? O poor 
Sinners that forget that Day! O ſtupid ſenſeleſs Souls 
that will not remember that the Lord is coming, and 
coming to judge: the, World in Righteouſneſs | 

No, beloved Brethren -of Mankind, will you 
think a little on theſe Things? Are they not Things 
fit and worthy to be thought of? Will not the Me- 
- ditation of them do you good? Will it not tend to 
make you better, and wiſer, more fit for Death and a 
better World? The Lord help yeu to underſtand, 
and love the Things of your Peace! 

What Knowledge have you got? Is it not very 
ſmall, and lame, and lifeleſs ? Does it ſet you.upon » 
the Love of God, and praying to him, and keeping 
of his Commandments ? If it does not, what is it good 
for? Will ſuch a Knowledge or. ſuch a Faith ſave 
vou? It may be, you ſometimes repeat the Creed, 
(or the Belief, )' and the Lerd's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments; and do you underſtand them, and 
love the Truths, and Requeſts, and Duties, contain- 
ed there? Can your Minds go along with the 
Words ? or do ye ſay them by Rote, as Parrots, 
without knowing the Meaning ? Some 1gnorant Folks 

| |; take 
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| take the Belief to be a Prayer ; and ſome take the 


\ 


CDF 


* 
N. 


Commandments to be ſo too. O the Ignorance in 

ſome Chriſtian Countries! Give me Leave to exa- 

mine you in theſe Things a little: Let me help you 

to look into your own Hearts, and ſee what Know- 

ledge or Darkneſs is there, what Evil or what Good- 
nefs is there! Let each of you, then, that reads this 

Letter, ſeriouſly and honeſtly examine yourſelves, 

upon theſe three Parts of Chriſtianity, thus: 


SECT. II. Self-Examination, derived from 
the Creed. Ng 5 


I's 1 Believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
4 Heaven and Earth.” Do I believe there is a 
God ? Oh how much Atheiſm dwells in my Heart! 
How little have I lived as if I did believe that there 
is a God! How ready have I been to ſay, in my 


fooliſh Heart; there is. no God 1 or elſe to with this - ©" 


there was no God! How lothe am I that there ſhould 
be'a God! lothe to be troubled with Religion and 
Godlineſs | How glad ſhould I be if I might live ag 
I liſt, and not be called upon to fear and worſhip 
Ged | Alas! how little have I. known and believed 
the Nature and glorious Perfections of God; his 


Purity, Light, Wiſdom, Power, and Love | How 


little have I confidered that he is ſuch a Father as 


has an eternal Son! that he is Father of Angels and 


Men, by making them ſo like himſelf ! that he is Al- 
mighty, and can do whatever he pleaſes | That he is 
Maker of the wide and beautiful World that we ſee! 
O how oft have I ſeen the Heavens, and never 
thought on him that made them i Seen the Sun, and 
Moon, and Stars, and never thought on that Wiſdom 
and Might, that framed them and hanged them 
there! How oft have I ſcen the Earth and Seas, the 

: Pn. Mountains 
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Mountains and Rivers, and never thought on the | 
great Creator! How oft have I feen the Meadows 


covered with Graſs, the Fields with Corn and Grain, 
and never remembered that good God that made all 
theſe Things! How oft have I ſeen the Beaſts and 


Cattle, the Flocks and Herds, and not conſidered: 
who made them, or whether they' were once made 
or not; or who gave them into the Poſſefſion of Men! 


If I have believed theſe Things, how vain and in- 
effectual, how dead and unthankful, has all' my 
Faith been ! | : | 

2. Aud in Feſus Chrift his only Son, our Lord ! auto 
abas conceimed by the Holy, Ghoft, born of the Virgin 
Mary. When did I conhder ail this and endeavour 


to underſland it? Do L really believe that there was 


once ſuch a Perſon in the World, as Jeſus Chriſt.? 
that, about Seventeen Hundred Years ago, he lived 
in the Jews Country, called Cauaan; that there he 
was born, particularly at a Town called Bethlehem ? 
that there he preached and did Abnndance of mighty 
Miracles, went up and down doing Good, inſtructing 


Sinners, and ſaving Souls.! Do I believe that he is. 


the Son of God in ſuch a- manner-as no other Men 
are ? that he is the eternal Son of God? that he is 


the eternal Werd and Wiſdom of the Father, and 


with him, the Maker of all Things that are made ? 
that he is therefore Lord and Heir of all Things? 
Have I believed that this bleiſed Son of God, for us, 
znd our Redemption, took on him our Nature, was 
united to ſuch a rational. Soul ag we have, and to ſuch 
a Bodv of Fleſh, and Blood, and Bones, as we have? 


Oh wonderful. Condeſcenſion | Do I believe, there 


fore, that he is both God and Man, in two diſtin 
Natures and yer one Perſon, one Redeemer ? Have 


I conſidered that he is juſtly called Jeſus, that is, Sa- 


viour, becauſe he muſt and will ſave his People from 
| | | theix. 
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their Sins? and juſtly called Chriſt too, that is, 


nointed, becauſe he 18. appointed and prepared of 
od to be Saviour of the World? and that he is the 
eſſiah, the great Deliverer, that was of old, promi- 


ed to the Church of thi Fews ? O how great and 


range is it to believe, that the human Nature, or 
he united Body and Soul of Jeſus Chriſt, was form- 
-d by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Virgin's 

omb! that they were conceived there, and ſo that 


e was brought forth and born of @ pure and holy 


irgin! one whoſe name was Mary, ſuppoſed to be 
he D.ughter. of one Heli, and afterwards eſpouſed to 
one Foſeph, who was by Trade a Carpenter, and the 
Son of one Jacob. Have I known, and pondered, 
and believed, theſe Things concerning Jeſus Chriſt? 
3. Who ſuffered under Pontius Pilaie, was er u,,“ 
dead, and buried, and deſcended into Hell. Have I be» 
ieved this ſtrange Report ? Have I conſidered the 
great Compaſſion and Love of the Son of God, who 
would ſorrow and ſuffer for us? Have I confidered 
what he ſuffered, and for what he ſuffered, and how 
great his Sufferings were, and for what End, and 


Uſe, and Purpoſe ? Heſuffered all his Life long; was 


born to Sorrows and Grief: He ſuffered from God, 
from Men, and Devils: He ſuffered from private 
Perſons, and from ine wimmers, and Magiſtrates, 


and Courts of Tuſtice: All were Enemies to him, 


who came to bear our Sins: He ſuffered from the 
Jews, his own Countrymen, and from the Gentites, 
that were ſtrangers to him; particularly he ſuffered 
under the Gavernment and in the Court of one 
Pontius Pilate, one that was a Rpmaz, and was ſent 
by the Emperor of Rome t5 be Governor of the 7exvs, 


who were then under the Power of the Romans. 


This Pentias Pilate declared Jeſus Chriſ to be inno- 


cent, and yet delivered him to the Fexvs to be 17 
| IO, 
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fied. O-horrible Death! to be nailed by the Hands 


and Feet to a Tree, and there to hang in Pain, and 
Hunger, and Shame, till Life can laſt no longer? A 
reproachful Death this was, to hang with Thieves 
between Heaven and Earth1 A curfed Death this 
was, pronounced accurſed by the Law of God. And 


then, when he was dead, he was taken down from 


the Croſs, and laid in a new Grave, and his Soul de- 
parted from his Body, and went and appeared among 
the Dead, among the Spirits that” were looſed and 
gone from this World; among them he appeared us 
one that had received the Wages of Sin, as a Lamb 
ſlain for us. O the Love and Grace of the Lord 
Jeſus! All this he endured for our Redemption; that 
he might redeem us from Sin, and Death, and Hell, 
and from the everlaſting Wrath and Curſe of God. 
O how hard it is to believe this Mercy, and Love, 
and Grace; that the Son of: God ſhouid ſuffer, and 
bleed, and die, for ſuch a poor, worthlefs, unthank- 
ful, Sinner! Lord increaſe: my Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of him crucified! Lord increaſe my Faith! 

4. The third Day he roſe again from the Dead. How 

reat a Piece of divine Doctrine is this that Jeſus 

hriſt ſhould riſe again from the Dead! that his Soul 
ſhould return from Paradiſe, and be united to the Body 
again, and enter with it upon an eternal Life! How 
great a Confirmation is this, that our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt was the Son of God, was a Light and Teacher 
ſent of God, and ſo was owned by him, to be the 
Saviour of the World! O excellent Truth! is Chriſt 
riſen, then he has conquered Death, and will give 


his Servants the Victory! Did he riſe from the Dead 


the third Day, that is, the third Day from his Death; 
that muſt be the firſt Day of the Week, for, all the 
Zews Sabbath, (which was the ſeventh Day and our 
Baturday,) he lay in the Grave. Did he riſe on 
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ne firſt Day of the Week ? How honourable is that 
Day! O how pleaſant ſhould it be to me to think of 


our Saviour's Reſurrection from the Dead! 1 

5. He aſcended up into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right 
Hand of God, the Father Almighty. O how highly is 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt exalted ! How high is he in the 


Favour and, Love of God! Is he gone to Heaven? 
Alas, how little have I thought of the Heaven to 


which he is gone! How great and .glorious is the 
Company there! ' Surely there is one kind familiar 
Friend, ſince our Lord Jeſus is there: Is he at the 
right Hand of God? How happy is he alter all his 

ufferings and Sorrow! for, at God's right Hand are 
Pleaſures for evermore. O that I could think of Hea- 
ven more, fince Jeſus Chriſt is there! O that I could 
ſet my Heart and Affections on Heaven, fince he is 


s ſet down at the right Hand of God. 5 
6. From thence he ſhall come to judge both the Quick 
and the Dead. O ſtrange! will Jeſus Chriſt come 


will he come again? He that. is ſet down at the right 
Hand of God, will he come again to this World? 
ſurely he has ſome great Work to do! and O how 
great is it, to judge the whole World! O who is 
able for ſuch a Work? 
Thoughts, and Words, and Deeds, that have been in 
the World, from the Beginning of the World to the 
End of it? who can know all Men's Hearts, and 
Deſigns, and Aims? who can know all the Thoughts 


Jand Langüages that have been in the World? Yea 


who can tell all the Men, and Women, and Children, 
that have been in World, and will be to, the End of 
the World? All this does Jeſus Chriſt know, or he 
cannot judge the World in Righteouſneſs, Alas, 


_ how - 


there! Surely he will remember his Servants, and 
ſpeak a Word on the Behalf of his Beloved, ſince he 


again? he that ſuffered, and was crucified, and flain, 


who can remember the 
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how little do we think of this! how oft do we mutterſ} 
over this Belief, witkout thinking and believing that d 


Jeſus Chriſt is coming to judge the World! O what 
will become of the Dead when they ſhall be called to 
an Account! O What will become of the Quick, o 


'thoſe that ſhall be found alive, when Jeſus Chriſt 


comes! what will they do when the Earth ſhall quake 
under them ! when Flames ſhall fly round about them! 


when the Heavens ſhall open over their Heads, and 


they ſhall ſee the Son of God come with all his Angels, 
and with mighty Power and great Glory! O aſtoniſh- 
ing Day! why is the World ſo ſleepy and ſecure! O 
how little have I believed that Day! how little fitted 
and prepared myſelf for it! O what ſhall I do then, 
and where ſhall I appear! in what Condition ſhall 1 
then be! how ſhall I bear the Judge's Face, and Voice, 
and Sentence! Lord teach me to prepare for that 
Day. 5 


7. I Zelieve in the Holy Ghoſt. | Did I ever bethink| 


myſelf who the Holy Ghoſt is? if not, how can ] 
profeſs te believe in him? have I heard and con- 


fidered whether there be any Holy Ghoſt or not? If 


I have, who is he? ſurely he is ene that is excellent 
and pure, fince he is called Holy; one that is in him- 
ſelf 1nvilible and immortal, ſince he is called G, or 
Spirit; one that 18 a Perſon, ſince I mult believe him, 


and truſt him; and a divine Perſon too, fince I muſt 
| believe in him for ſpiritual and everlaſting Bleſſings; 


muſt believe in him, gs in God the Father, and the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Dol believe the Holy Ghoſt, and 


the Things he has revealed in his Scriptures? For, 
holy Men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 


Holy Ghoſt. Do I believe in the Holy Ghoft, and 


depend upon him for the Work that he has to do? 
for the Work of SanCtification, and making me meet 
for Heaven, Have I been baptized in the Name of 


the 
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the Holy Ghoſt? Surely I ſhould remember my De · 


dication to him, ſhould honour and ſerve him, as one 


to whom I had been devoted. O how little have 1 


remembered and regarded the Holy Ghoſt, or the 
holy Spirit of God, „ 

8. The Holy Catholic Church. This Church I am 
to believe, though I believe not in it; I place not 
my Hope, and Truſt, and Confidence, there, but in 
the living God. I have often heard of the Church, 
but what is it? it is Something pure, and devoted 
to God, for it is holy. So then that which is not 


holy ſeems not to belong to the Church; and then they, 


that are not holy, are not properly of the Church. 
Alas! how many, that call themſelves Chriſtians, are 
cut off from this Church ! and ſurely it is not, in the 
Compaſs of it, a little narrow Thing. It 1s Catholic, 


it is univerſal and general: It is not like the ca 


Church, confined to one Land, or Country, or People; 
it is ſpread into divers Nations and Countries. So 


then it ſhall ſeem that all who are holy in any Land 


or Country, belong to the Church, to this Church of 
God. O what a good Company is this: how well 
may 1 believe there is ſuch a Church as that, ſince 
God will have a Seed to ſerve him; and Chriſt will 
ſee the Travail of his Soul, and bring many Sons to 
Glory. 2h 1 


9. De Communion of Saints. Who are theſe Saints ? | 


Are there any ſuch now in the World? I ſometime 
hear of Popes making Saints, and ſometimes I heat 
the Name caſt upon the Pcople by Way of 8 
as if they were not what they profeſs to be, or as if it 


were ſcandalous to be a Saint: And yet I muſt believe 


there are Saints, and that there 1s a Communion of 
them. Frequent Mention is made of them in Scripture. 
Who then can they be? Can they be any other than 
trueChriſtians ? they that are Lovers of God & * 

they 
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they that are holy, are Saints. Then all the Members 


of the holy Catholic Church are Saints. O happy 
Company that is made up of Saints! Surely theſe ſhould 
live and walk in Communion; they ſhould own one 
another as Members of the ſame Body and Church, 


and as belonging to the ſame Lord and Head: They 


ſhould love one another, relieve, and ſuccour, and 
pray for, one another: Surely they ſhould help one 
another in the holy Way to Heaven. 

10. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. And will God indeed 
forgive Sins! How unwilling are Men to forgive 
Injuries done to them! O how glorious is God, 


who might demand the full Puniſhment of our In- 


i uities! Is there Forgiveneſs with God? O how glad 
ſhould ſuch a poor Sinner be! one that is fo laden 
with Corruption, and Sin, and Guilt; one that has 
ſuch an evil, wicked, Heart and Nature! one that is 
prone to unrighteouſneſs, and Diſobedience, as the 
Sparks fly upwards! one whoſe Life has bcen ſo idle 
and vain, ſo far from the Law and Love of God! And 
will God forgive me? O what Need then have 1 


to ariſe and go to him for his Forgiveneſs! Woe 


unto me that ever I was born, if God will not for- 
give me, and pardon me! O how ſhould I'ſtudy and 
ſeck his Forgiveneſs, and ſtudy the Way 1n which it 
may be found! Upon what Score will God for give 
me? How will his Juſtice be cleared, and ſatisfied, 
and glorified ?'O there is a Mediator with him, a 
Freat High Prieſt, that has preſented him with an 
atoning Sacrifice, and has poured out his Soul an 


7 5 for Sin! This is the Son'of God, who-has 
by him : 
Redemption, even Remiſſion, or Forgiveneſs of Sins, 


elf purged away our Sin: And ſo we have 


through his Blood: O -that I might now heartily re- 


pent of my Sins, and turn from them to God, and 


embrace Jeſus Chrift the Saviour, and fo go to God 
for his Forgiveneſs of all my Sins 


11. The 
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11. The Raſurrection of the Body. O dear, muſt this 
Body be raiſed from the Dead ? What! when it has- 
lain rotting divers Years in the Duſt, and when no 
Man can tell where the Parts of it are! O what vat . 


Knowledge muſt find them out! what mighty Power 


muſt put them together, and give them Life]! What. 
muft all the Graves be opened? muſt all Men's Bo- 
dies be raiſed ? O what a vaſt number will then meet 
together! O, who believes this Report? who ſtrives 
by all Means to gain a happy Reſurrection from the 
Dead? O that I might mortify the Luſts of the: * 


Body ! O that I might keep it chaſte, and pure, and 
clean, that it may have a bleſſed Reſurrection! O 
that I could believe this Article more, and live in the 
Expectation of and Preparation for the Reſurrection 
of this Body. 6 6 Parody 


12. And the Life Everlaſting. Amen. What! ja 
there another Life after this? a Life that is everlaſt- 


ing and will never end! O! what does the fooliſh 
World think of? O how ſtrange muſt that be that is 
everlaſting | how far different Pom this! how incon- 
ceivable is an endleſs Life ! how. Mexpreflible, whe- 
ther it be ſpent in Joy or Torment! Though an end- 
leſs Life in Torment, is tather called everlaſting 
Death. O how afraid am I to Die! and yet how 


little do I fear everlaſting Death! how ea am L 


to live, and yet how negligent of everlaſting Life! O! 


what will it be to live for ever with the bleſſed God, 


and with the bleſſed Saviour, and with the Wy 
Angels! with the Holy Catholic Church, when i 

ſhall be made bleſſed! with all the Saints, when they 
ſhall be in a blefled Communion. O what a Life 


will this be! O that I had all this While more be- 


lieved this Life! O bleſſed God, erermore teach me 


the Way te this Life! O good Miniſters and Preachs- - 
ers, open to us the Words of this Life ! . awaken, | 
alarm, and rouſe us, and ſet us on ſeekipg this ever- 
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laſting Life! Amen. _ 
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2 8 bus, Brethren, have you | conſidered how ' you 


Have believed? have ye believed in vain? have ye 
not believed with ſuch an idle lazy Faith that will do 
you no Good, and will not ſave your Souls? O the 
lifeleſs, fruitleſs Faith of Chriſtians! Is it not much 


ſuch as St. James ſpeaks of, and is without Works of 


Obedience and Holineſs, and is not much better than 
the Faith of Devils? O how deceived and diſappoint- 


ed will many Chriſtians be, that have believed no 


better! 


8 * 1 » — tt. ä — 


From the Lord's Prayer. . 


ND have Ye prayed any better 'than ye have 
| believed ? have not your Prayers becn as dead, 
as empty, and heartleſs, as your Belief? You ſay you 
believe in God, the Faiher Almighty :\ But when did 


you go down upon your Knees, and humbly and ſe- 


rioufly pray to your Almighty Father? when did 
you, and where did you, ſolemnly. and heartily ho- 
nour and worſhip. him, and pour out your Souls be- 
fore him? O the Emptineſs and Heartleſsnefs of 
Chriſtian Prayer and Worſhip) it may be, you ſome- 
times ſay the Lord's Prayer, or hear it ſaid by others: 
Do you underſtand it ? and does your underſtanding 


Heart pray over the Petitions and Contents of that 


Prayer? Are your Hearts caſt into the Mould of 
chat Prayer? Are they fitted and prepared. accord- 
ing to the holy Requeſts that are there made ? If not, 


how can you pretend to pray according to that hea- 


venly Prayer? Therefore let every one examine 


Hhimſelf, and his Mind, and try, and ſee, if that Pray- 
er, and the ſgcred Petitions of it,, are written upon 


[ * 


his Heart. Confider and reflect thus. 
1 0 Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be 
etch Name, O how little haye I conſidered 


* 
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chat God! is Father. ôf the World, and particularly of : 


Mankind ! that we are the Offspring of God, having 
been made in his holy Likeneſs! and that God is 
fill providing for and taking Care of Man! that he 


gives us our Life, our Breath, and our All! and that 


he is our redeemed Father too, having ſent his Son 
to redeem and fave us: O how high and glorious 1s 


God, who dwells chiefly in' Heaven, though the 


Heaven of Heavens cannot contain him! but how 
little do I think of his Throne and holy Habitatien, 
when I come before him! how little do I think of 
his Honour and of his Perfections, when I come to 
pray that his Name may be hallowed ! how great is 
his Name, and how great Things are ſignified there- 
by! his Name ſurely ſignifies to us his Greatneſs and 


Majeſty, his Attributes and Glories ! but how little 
have I been concerned for the Name of God, or for 


any thing whereby he makes himſelf known! how 
little have I cared whether his Name be known on 


Earth or not! or whether his Excellences be made 
known to Man or not! or whether his Goſpel be 
ſpread in the World or. not! Alas! how hypocriti- 


cally have I prayed that his Name ſhould be hallow- 


ed and ſanctified, when I have fo little cared for his 


Name, and Honour, and Glory! Is it my Heart's 
Deſire that Religion ſhould flouriſh, that Men ſhould 
ſanctify God in their Hearts, and make him their 
Fear and their Dread? how elſe can I pretend to 


pray Halloabed be thy Name? O how little has my 


Heart accompanied this Petition! 


2. Thy Kingdom come, Do 1 love. God's Kingdom? | 


and would J have it to come into the World? ſurely, 


where God reigns, Godlineſs muſt Reign: And 


would I have Godlineſs to reign? Then how holy 
muſt our Towns and Countries be! Then'we thutt 


have more reading and preaching than we have now; . 
more and better praying and ſinging of Pſalms than 
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dy to think we have too much of that already? Have 
'T not been ready to think we have too many Sab- 


dy? And what ſhould: we have if God's Kingdom 
ſhould come ? Surely this Petition is little confider- 
ed. Can I neglect Godlineſs myſelf, and deſpiſe it 
in others, and yet pretend to pray thy Kingdom come? 
Am I ready to wonder what makes People be ſo ſtrict 
and folemn ſometimes in and about Religion, and yet 
do pray thy Kingdom come? How holy muſt God's 
Kingdom be! how holy muſt Men be, when they are 
Hearty, Subjects to God! how holy will the King- 
doms of this World be, when they are become the 
Kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt! How holy will 


of Families, then 'be! The Kingdom of God is Re- 
ligion and Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy 
. Ghoſt; and have I defired theſe Things? Lord, for- 
give me, that I have ſo often ignorantly and hypo- 
criticaily mentioned this Petition! and that my 
Heart gives my Mouth the Lye, when T fay, thy 
Kingdom come! 5 . 

3. Thy Will be done on Earth as it is done in Heaven, 


God, how can I pray, that God's Will may be done 
on Earth as it is in Heaven? God's Will is juſt, and 
Holy, and pure: God's Will is, that we put away all 
Sins, and Luſts, and Corruptions. God's Will is, 
that we ſhould deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly 

Luſts, and live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 


how much to the contrary ! How have IT ſerved the 
Will of the Fleſh, and the Will and Humour of a 


do I ſee, do ſo too, that ſeem to run through this 


ewe have now: And ſhall I like that? Am 1 not rea- 


baths, and Faſt-Days, and Thankſgiving Days alrea- 


Princes, and Magiſtrates, and Minifters, and Maſters - 


Alas! if I love not Godlineis and the Kingdom of 


this preſent World. And have I defired all this? O 


finful World! How have I ſerved the Will of the 
Devil and of wicked Company! and how many mere 


Pra Ver. 
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Prayer with a deal of Devotion | O the Deceit and. 
Guile that lie in our Hearts! How is the Will of 
God done in Heaven? It is done perfectly, joyfully, 
conſtantly, there; but how ready have I been to re- 


fiſt and contradict his Will! to reſiſt and refuſe the 


Love and Graciouſneſs of his Will! the Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs of his Will! the Authority and Juſ- 


tice of his Will ! How reply to repine and murmur 
at his Providences! to rebe 


more loved and lig ed thy Will! and that I have not 


more ſincerely and ee prayed, Thy Will be don: 230 
on Earth as it is in E . Eo ES 


4. Give us this Day our Daily. Freud. And have L 


cawven / 


ſought and looked. for my Food and Proviſions at 
God's Hands? Have I not rather expected them 


from my Money, from my Parts and Skill, from my 


Labour and Induſtry in the” World? But how little 


have I conſidered, that my Eſtate and Money, my 
Parts and Skill, my Health for Labour and Induſtry, - 
are all from God? He can curſe my Eftate and Sub- 


ſtance ; he can ſoon blaſt my Parts, and Health, and 
Buſineſs, and ſoon turn me out of all, and deprive 


me of my Daily Bread. All Things depend on him 


and his Pleaſure. The Rich and the Poor meet to- 
gether in the World, and he is the Maker of them 
both. If I have my daily Bread, God can take away 
its nouriſhing. Virtue'; can take away my Stomach, 


my Taſte, my Appetite, and Digeſtion ; ſo that nei- 
ther Food nor Phyfic ſhall do me any Good]; ſo that 

all my Dependence muſt be on God, every Bleſſing 
muſt come from him, muſt be ſought and craved from 


him. O what Need have I then to go to him every 


Day, and beg the Mercies and the Bread of every . 
Day! and thereby own my daily Neceſlities, and my 
daily Dependence and Reliance on the God of Life! 
8. And forgive us our Debrs as we forgive our Debtors... © 
Sin has made me indebted to God, indebted to his Ho- 
: og, | 7 ness, 
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againſt all the Diſco- 
veries of his Will! a pars. that I: have no 


3 
Bo. 
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„ 3 
lineſs, and Juſtice, and righteous Law; a Debt I can 
never pay with Safety and Salvation; the Wages of 
my Sin is Death, everlaſting Death, under the Wrath 
and Curſe of God. Woe to me for ever, if that 
Debt ſhould be demanded of me! where ſhall I then 
be? I muſt be caſt into Priſon and Judgement, into 
the Priſon of Hell. I muſt ſeek and get a Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs, or elſe I am undone, for there is no 
contending with God, no juſtifying of myſelf before 
him; I muſt confeſs and bewail, and beg his Pardon. 
And there are Hopes of Pardon, and Room for the 
Prayer of Faith, fince there is a Mediator and Peace- 

Maker with him, a great and worthy Advocate, even 


our Sins. Through him I go to God, and beg that 


that I may be made meet to be pardoned by him, I 
muſt put on a forgiving*Spirit towards others. And 
yet how little have I confidered that, in the 8 
up this Prayer! How oft have I come before Go 
ith an uncharitable malicious Heart, with envious 
and revengeful Deſigns! and yet bad the Impudence 
to Pray, Forgive us as, We Forgive our Debtors, or As 
awe forpive theſe that treſpaſs againſt us, O the Guiit 
and Deceittulneis of the Heart! O the many hypo- 
critical lying Prayers that are put up to God! Lord, 


6. And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For, thine is the Kingdom, and-the Power, aud 
the Glory, for ever and ever; Amen, O how little 
have I thought of the Temptations of the Werld, in 
which I live! have been ready to think it a good 
pleatant World rather than an enſnaring tempting 


one. Little have I conſidercd the Temptations of 
Riches, or Poverty, of Trade and Buſineſs, of every 
Relation and Conditicn in Life: Let how ſoon and 
how cafily does every Tring draw me from God, and 
my Duty to him! Litile have I thought of the 
1 ho eempiſiſe 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who is a Propitiation for 


for his Sake, he will blot out all my Iniquities ; and 


teach me to take Heed to my Spirit and pray better. 
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tempting Devil, that is continually going about to 


enſnare, and deceive, and devour. O how muck 
Evil is there in the World! Evil of Sin, and that 
provokes God'; -Evil of Sorrow and Puniſhment, that 
God inflicts for Sin, How much is there in mine 
Heart, which God might deliver me up unto; 8 
with what a humble ſenſible Heart then ſhould I come 
and pray to God, not to lead me, ot deliver me into 
Temptation! (My evil Heart is ready to betray me 
into Temptation:) And that he would ſave me from 


my Sins, and from deſerved Judgment; and that he 


would pleaſe to keep me to his heavenly Kingdom. 
And, as I ſheuld pray to, ſo ſhould I praife, God. 
I ſhould admire his Greatneſs and Goodneſs, ſhould 


bleſs his holy Name for ever and ever. But how 


hrtle has this been the Temper of my Heart, the De- 


ſign of my Mind, the Butineſs of my Life! How ' 


much have I opined from God! how little have I 
returned to him] how- little loved him or thanked 
_ for what he has done for my Soul or for my 


dy! how ready ſhould I be to aſcribe to him the 
= #2dom; whos Lord of;2ll | and the Poaber, who or- 


ders and manages and diſpoſes all! and the Glor yy: for 


whoſe Sake and Pleaſure, all Things are and were ; 


created and ordained ! Amen, 


Thus, conſider what you have prayed, and how 
you have prayed; how little you have prayed with 
the Heart, and Spit, and Underſtandiag, And is 


this the Praying that will pleaſe God, or will obtain 
any Bleſſing from him, or do you any Good? O the 
vain, looſe, cuſtomary, heartleſs, Prayers, that are 
uſed before the holy God!]! and that in Chriſtian 
Countries, by profeſſed Chriſtians, apd under the 
Words that the Lon Jeſus has taught them. @ > 


8 E Cc T. IV. Self Examination * p 


rom the Ten Commandments. | - « 


A D have you obſerved the Will of God any bet- 


ter than you have en to him? IT Prayers 
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lived over, how little have you lived ac- 
cording to your Prayers! What Obedience has God 
had from you? Have you thought on his Command- 
ments! have ye thought on your Ways, and turned 
1 9 Feet to his Teſtimonies? O the Sinfulneſs and 

ebellion of Mankind! O fad! that Man, that was 
made in the Image of God, ſhould be now unrecon- 
ciled to God, and to the Law of God, and to that 
Obedience that is due to God!  _ | 

Come then, Chriſtians, call yourſelves to an Ac- 
count; conſider how you have minded the Will and 


Law of God! Will you not obey him that made you? 


him that gave his Son to redeem you? him that knows 


What is for your Good, and commands you Nothin 
but what is for your Peace and Happineſs ? Is God 


good, and will you not love his Law! O perverſe, 
crooked Souls, that will not love the Way of Life and. 


| * 8 How good is God not to leave you in the Dark 


cohcerning his Will, but to declare it fo freely and 
plainly in the Bible! and to comprehend it briefly in 

ten ſhort Commandments, that he that runs may read 
them, and he that has a weak Head may remember 


them! They were of old given to Moſes by God, and 
Fews, and afterwards - 
expounded and given by Jeſus Chriſt to his holy Ca- 


by Moſes to the Church of the 


tholic Church. Now try yourſelves, your Hearts 


and Ways, according to theſe Commandments. 


God ſpeaks them, for he is the Law-giver; and he 
enforces them by ſuch a Preface as this: 1 am the 


Lord thy God, that brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, 

aul aut of the Houſe of Bondage. So he brought up his 
ancient People the Zewws. E 

dage to them: There they were holden in eruel Slavery 


gypt was a Houſe of Bon- 
and Miſery: So the World is the Devil's Captive. 


We are by Nature Heirs of Wrath, and Hell, and 


Deſtruction. The Devil is ready to tyrannize over 
us, Sin makes us its Slaves; and, when it has done, 


pays 
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pays us our Wages in Death and Hell. But God has 


vitited us in his Mercy, has ſent his Son to redeem us 


from the Houſe of Bondage, and to recover us- to 


Heaven and heavenly Reſt. How worthy is the Lord, | h 


this Jebovabh, to be my God! O howjuſt it is 1 


ſhould chooſe him for my Father, my Lord, and Law- | 
giver, my eternal Happineſs | O how am I bound to 


love him, to ſerve him, and keep his Commandments! 
1. Thou\ſhalt have no other Gods before me. No ſurely: 
There can be but one God, and he is all. ſufficient and 


almighty, able to make me eternally happy. Whom. 


then ſhould I love and ſerve but bim? to whom 
ſhould I pay Homage, Adoration, Worſhip, Prayers, 
and Praiſes, but to him? to whom ſhould I reſign, 


and devote, and dedicate, myſelf but to him? But Of 
the Atheiſm of my Heart! How long have I bid the Fa 
Almighty depart from me! how long have I refaſed! 3 
the Knowledge of him and his Ways! how unwi-ling- WM 
have I been to take him for my God, to love and ho- 


nour him as my God, to ſerve and glorify him as my 


| God} O the Idolatry of my Heart! how many Idols 


have I ſet up there in the Room of my God !* The 


World has been an Idol, and has reigned there l my 


Earthtineſs, my Worldlineſs, and Covetoufneſs, is 


Idolatry; the Fleſh has reigned there; the Luſts ok ? : 
the Fleſh have been my Idols; they have been ſerved* _. 


and pleaſed, while my God has been. diſſerved, and? 


dilpleaſed, and diſregarded !* Sin has reigned over. | be 
"this Soul, and this Body, which ſhould have been 
preſented as a living Saciifice to the living God. - 


how much Idolatry have I committed, even before | 


| God's Face! he has ſtood by, and looked on, white 1 


forſcok him, and laid out my Love and Affections, 
and Deſires, upon Things diſpleafing and contrary to 


him. O how guilty am I of breaking thisCommand,  - - 


and unable to ftand before him on that Account! 
2. Thou ſhalt no! make to thyſelf any grauen Image, or 


the Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Hterbes above, or that 
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7s in the Earth beneath, or in the Water under the Earth, 
T hou ſbalt not bow thyſelf down to them, nor ſerve them; 

Far J, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, viſiting the 
Iniguity of the Father's upon the Children unto the third 
and fourth Generation of them that hate me; and ſhewing 
Mercy unto Thouſands of them that love me, and keep my 
Commandments. Does God declare himſelf jealous in 
this Commandment ? O what Regard ought I to have 
thereunto !. Shall I dare to provoke the Lord to Jea- 
Jouſy ? Am I fironger than he? O what Gare then 


mould I have of the Worſhip I preſent him! Alas! 
why ſhould I preſume to worſhip God according to 


my Fancy and Imagination? I am not ſo well ac- 

uainted with his e and his Perfections as to be 
ft to appoint a Worſhip for him. He is a Spirit, and 
a God of Light and Holineſs, and ſo muſt be wor- 


mipped in Spirit and Truth, and with a holy Heart. 


But what Ordinances of Worſhip will pleaſe him, he 
muſt determine. He is a glorious, boundleſs Spirit, of 
whom no Image, no Picture, can be made. How vain 
and heinous then 1s the preſumption of thoſe that pre- 
tend to worſhip him by Images, Pictures, Statues, and - 
ſuch Devices of. their own! O that I may beware of 
their Corruptions! How ready muſt I be to conſult 
the declared Will of God ! to conſult the Practice of 


dur Lord Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, leſt I ſhould bring 


Iniquity upon my Houſe and Family, and ſhould for- 


feit that Mercy, that God keeps for the Thouſands 
that love him, and obey his Commandments. 5 
3 Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in 


vais; for the Lord awill not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
his Name in vain. And how miſerable are they, whom 
God will not hold guiltleſs! whom he will condemn 
as gullty at his Judgment | And yet how little has this 


overawed my Heart, and drawn me to fear the great 


and dreadful Name of the Lord my God! O how apt 
play and ſport with his Name! how apt 


1 
i 


/ 


n 


to cry out in the uſe of his Name, to make certain 


Appeals to him, in ſaying, O God O Lord! Lord. 


ſave me ! Lord, bleſs me! without thinking on him 


whole Name I then uſed ! and without pretending to 


pray ſeriouſly to him at that Time! how 1nconfiderates - 
ly and irreverently do I mention his Titles, his At- 
tributes, his Words, and the Names that fignify his 
Perfections! hew vainly do I uſe his Name, even 
when J profeſs to pray, and cry, Our Father, aubich 
art in Heaven ! How profanely do I ſwear by his Name, 


even in taking a lawfuk Oath before the Magiftrate : 


How little do I remember the Greatneſs and Holineſs - 


of that Searcher of Hearts, to whom I then appeal! 


O how much Sin lies upon us, doth upon the Account 
of common Oaths, and alſo upon the Account of more 
ſolemn Oaths, taken in Court before Judges and other 
Officers! How ignorantly, raſhly, falſely, and pro- 
fanely, do Men ſwear! Lord, pardon all this Guilt!? 
teach Men to repent of it! and teach me to honour, 


and fear, and love, thy Name! 


4. Rementber the Sabbath-Day 


| 70 keep it-holy, Six Days = 
ali thou labour and do all thy Work ; but the ſeventh - 


Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou Halt 


not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, 1 Wh 
| Man-ſervant, nor thysMaid-ſervant, aor thy Cattle, nor #® 
Gates: For, in fix Days 


the Stranger that is abithin thy 
the Bord made Heaven and Harth, the Sea, and all that 


in them is; and reſted the Sabbath Day: Wherefore the 


Lord bleſſed the Seventh Day, and hallowed it. 


* 


O how holy ſhould all my Time be! it is given by 


God, and given for great and good Works. How 


wiſely and-graciouſly has God divided my Time? 


ſome is more immediate for him and for my Soul; 


ſome for my Body and the Affairs of this World : How 


liberal is God to allow me ſix Days for my worldly 


Bufineſs! and to take ene in ſeven to himſelf} O how A 
jaſt mould I be to God, and gladly allow him his... 
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- own. Day! and juſt and wiſe. for myſelf, in well 


bl ſpending the Time that God has given me! But, alas! 
Lord, how can I look back upon my paſt Time and 


Days without Griefand Repentance! O how much 
dear and precious Time have I loſt; how much has 


how much has been loſt in Idleneſs, and Games, and 

Company-keeping ! O that 1 had better remembered 
this 8 and ſpent my fix Days better in 
ſome honeſt Buſineſs and Service! O how much better 
Had it been with me than it is now ! better with my 
Body, with my Soul, with my Family, and all my 
Affairs! O theſe ſinful Holidays, that have conſumed 


| that are ſuch Snares to youthful Perſons, and bring 
s them into ſuch Temptations, that often ruin their 
Souls for ever! O how wiſe and good is God's Com- 


= Had 1 followed this Commandment and Counſel, 
| How much more rich and dealthy, and honeſt, and 
uſeful, had I been than I am now ! Will God forgive 
all the Lazineſs, and Negligence, and Vanity, of my 
Life? O my ill-ſpent Tine, that can never be reco- 
vered ! O the happy pleaſant Days that I have loſt, 
and can never be regained ! O how ſwift is Time, and 
how much Work have I for it a!l! how ſhall I want 
it when I:come to die! O that I may value it more, 
mW eſpecially the Day and Time that God has ordained. 
for himſelf, and for the Good of Souls!; _ 

But, alas! how ready have I been to alienate it 


fited by it! O how many Sabbaths have I loſt, which 
will be put down to my Account! how little Good 
Have 1 gained by them all! how little do I love God, 
and how little thank him and praiſe kim for Creation 
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been ſpent in the Ignorance and Folly of Childhood! 


ſo much of my Time! O theſe ſinful Wakes and Fairs, 


mand, that fix Days I ſhould koneſtly work and labour! 


+» its pA M0 pm + bend bn oY. 


from him! and to ſpend it in Idleneſs, or worldly _ 
Buſineſs, or 'vain Viſits, or Mirth, and Chat! How | 
little is God ſerved on that Day! and my Soul bene. 


wy 
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. 5 
and Redemption, ſince I am ſo ſoon weary of that 
Day, that is to remember both! O that I might more 

thankfully remember the Lord Jeſus, and his Reſur- 
rection, and ſo SY ladly and holily obſerve the 
Lord's Day! O that I may then dreſs my Soul for 
Heaven, and take Care that all my Family and all 
ya my Power ſhould fet that Day apart for. the 
5. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that thy. Days 
may be long in the Land which the Lord thy God' giveth 
thee, And is not Life defirabie ? how good is God 
to add Promiſes to our Duty? and to add the Promi- 
ſes of the Life that now is as well as that that is to 
come ? But little has this Promiſe prevailed with me 
to keep this Commandment ! Undutifulneſs is natu» 
ral to me; this Pride of my Heart makes me deſpiſe 
my Superiors. O the Power of Sin, that makes us 
ſtubborn and ungrateful even to- natural Parents, to 
Father and Mother! No wonder then we are con- 
temptuous and diſreſpectful to other Superiors and 
Governors either in Church or State. How excellent 
is relative Duty to thoſe we ſtand related to, whether 
Superiors, Inferiors, or Equals! O that I could learn 
it better, and bring my Heart to the Obſervance. of . 
| this neceſſary Command!  _ | . 
6. Thou ſhalt not kill, One would think this were MW 
an eaſy Commandment. Who oan think of mur -- 
dering a Man? But whither would the Naughtineſs 1 
of my Heart carry me? what is the Meaning of 
thoſe Paſſions that are ſo apt to riſe there? What 
would be the Iſſue of Anger, and Malice, and Envy, 
and Hatred, if they were not ſeaſonably ſtopt? how 
many Murders are committed through ſuch Paſſions 
as theſe ? O that I may look after my own Heart, 
aud mortify afl ſuch Cotruptions1 but have I not 
wounded and murdered my own Sovl ? how oft do I 
run into Sin, ang. ſo into eternal Death! how N | 
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have I cared for its Life, and Peace, and Salvation ? 


have I not alſo been guiſty of murdering other Men's 


Souls? ready to draw them to the ſame Sin and De- 
ſtruction ? ready to hinder them from repenting and 


turning unto God? The Lord ſave me from the 
Gullt of Self- murder, and of Soul-murder 


7. Thau ſhalt not commit Adultery. But, alas! how 
unclean is the Heart ! and, our Lord ſays,” Adultery 


may be committed: there. Unclean Thoughts, and 


Wiſhes, and Deſires, are Adultery before God. Oh! 


how much Fornication and Adultery then are com- 


mitted that the World does not know.of! How ad- 


dicted is Youth, efpeaally, to unclean, unchaſte, 
Thoughts, Words, Geſtures, Actions, Songs, and 


Signs of Luſt! How much Iniquity lies upon us 


through the Breach of this Commandment} O! how 


many are the Luſt and vile Affections of. the Soul! 


And who then can ſtand before the Heart ſearching 
God: . 


and Time, and what he juſtly expects and demands 
from us. And how many Temptations entice us to 
ſecret Frauds, and Thefts, and Cozenage ! How many 


Deceits are uſed in Trade! falſe Wares. and Goods 
are put off inſtead of right and true! How much 
Guilt is there in Weights, Meaſures, Balances, and 
Modes of Trade! how much engrofling of Commodi- 
ties to impoſe upon the Public! how-much ſcrewing - 
and pinching poor Men in their Wageg and Hire, in 
Order to get their Labour and Work for little or 
Nothing! Oh! how many Ways are there for break - 
ing this Commandment! Ohl that I may not forget 
the Apoſtle's Admonition, who ſays, That no Man go. 
_bryond [or over-reach] or defraud his, Brother iu any 


Matter, becauſe the Lord is the Avenger F all Ke as 
we have PEI you and ee 1. Theſl. iv, 6. 


9. her p 


8. Thou alt not freal. Neither from God nor 8 
Man. But how hard is it to be willing to give all 
their Dues! We are ready ta rob God of his Honour 
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9. TH ſhal! got bear falſe Witneſi againſt thy Neighs 


bour, How Juſt a Law is this! A good Name is better 
than precions Ointment, How unjuſt is it for me to 
take away another's good Name! his Intereſt, his 
Uſefulneſs, his Trade, and Livelihood, may depend 
upon his good Name. I muft therefore beware that, 
by Whiſpering, Backbiting, or open Reproaches and 
Nalüng, do not ſpoil my Nèighbour's Reputation 
and Fame; eſpecfally if Jam called before the Ma- 
giſtrates, to bear Witneſs, I muſt be very cautious: 
As I muſt confefs the Crimes that I have ſeen commit- 
ted, becauſe the public Good requires it, ſo I muſt 
dread to fay any Thing falſe againſt my Neighbour 
then; for then I may bring his Eſtate, his Family, 
his Life, into Danger, and commit many Sins an one. 

10. Theu ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour*s Houſe, thou 
ſhalt net covet thy Neighbour's Wife, nor his Man ger want, 
nor his Maid-ſervant, nor hit Ox, nor his. Aſs, nor any 
Thing that is thy Neighbour's, O if I could keep this 


. Commandment, how eafily would all the others be 
kept! If the Defires of my Heart were all regular, 


and juſt, & good, how ready ſhould I be for all Obedi- 
ence ! But O the unruly Luſts and Affections that 
poſſeſs my Soul! O the conſtant Effects and Fruits 
of original Corruption and in-dwelling Sin! This 
makes me repine at the Providence and Diſpoſals of 
God; makes me diſquieted and diſcontented with the 
Lot and Condition that God affigns me; makes me 
imagine that other Folks State and Condition are 
better than mine; and then I am prompted to covet 
their Houſes or their Lands, their Wealth, and Cattle 
and Goods; and this is an Inlet to Abundance of other 
Sins. O that I may ſee the Corruption of my Nature, 
and lament it before God! O what Need is there 


of the conftint Practice of Self-deiial and Submiſſion  - 


to the juft Will of, God! How ſhould I ſtudy Con- 
tentment with my own Portion and Lot in the World! 


— 
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PAY not Gee only, but Thankfulneſs too! 
How much have I more than others! and how good 
has God been to me all my Days! how many Snares 
and Temptations have I been delivered from, or may 
be delivered from, if I wonld but be content, and ſee 
the Goodneſs of God! while they that covet to be 

rich fall into divers Snares and Miſchiefs, and pierce 
themſelves through with many Sorrows. Lord incline 
my Heart to thy Te een and not to Covetouſneſs. 
Pial. cxix. 36. 

Thus examine thy Heart and Ways by God's Pre- 
cepts. O poor Sinners, compare vourſelves, vour 
Conſciences, and Practices, with the Law of God! 
and then you will ſee that God is holy, and his Law 
is holy, reaſonable, and good : But you are ready to 
drink in Iniquity like Water. You will ſee how un- 

able you are to keep this good and perfect Law, how 
inclined and prone you are to break it, and how abun- 
dantly you do break it, in Thought, Word, andDeed: 
You will then ſee how unable you are to ftand before 
; God, upon the Account of Sin and Rebellion againſt | 
bim: you will ſee that there is no room to expect or 
hope to be juſlified by -the Law ; there can be no 

ppeal to.that for Trial of your Innocence, Obedi- 
ence, and Righteouſneſs, before God: If God ſhould: 
try you for Life by the Rule of this Law, you are loſt- 
for ever; the Law will condemn you; every Com- 
mandment will pronounce you guilty : the Threaten- 
ing curſes you ; for, curfed is every one who conti- 
nues not in all Things that are written in the Book of 
this Law, to do them 

You will then ſee the Need God Uſe of the Goſpel, . 
which is to bring in another Way of Juſtification and 
Life: You will ſee the Need . the Uſe that there 
ate of the Lord Jeſus, who is the End of the Law, 
for Life and Righteouſneſs, to them that believe. You. 
wall ſee the Reaſon and 13 of Faith! in Chriſt, where: 
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by you are to receive, and embrace, and accept, the 


Lord Jeſus for your Redeemer and Saviour : for the 


Lord your Righteousneſs, to free you from the Curſe | 


and Condemnation of the Law, and to be the Ground 
of your Reconciliation, Acceptance, Peace, and Lite, 


with God. If, out of a pure and penitent Heart, 


you have Faith in him, and, an unfeigned Liking of 
him, and conſent that he ſhould be yours, and you his, 


his Blood will cleanſe you from all Sin, and give you 
Favour, and Friendſhip, and Joy, with God. . 


8 E C T. V. Enquiries relating 16th 
* Goſpel of Chriſt. | 


Ol then will ye not come to che Lord Jeſus, 
that you may have Life in him and by him? 


The eternal God has committed the Diſtribution and 
Beſtowance of eternal Life to him, and hath borne 


this Record, That whoſoever hath the Son, (the Lord 


Chriſt, the Son of God) hath and ſhall have everlaſt- 


ing Life. Oh why is he ſo deſpiſed and diſregarded 


in the World! He came from Heaven to teach us 


the Way thither, and to that eternal Life. He was ſa- 


crificed and ſlain to fave us from Sin and Death and 
procure for us eternal Life: He roſe again from the 


Dead, to ſhew us that there ſnall be a Reſurrection, 
and an Entrance into eternal Life: He is aſcended 
and gone into Heaven, to tell us where eternal Life is, 
and to aſſure us that, in following him, we ſhall alſo 


_ aſcend into eternal Life: He ſent down his Spirit to 


enable his Apoſtl:; and Miniſters to preach about the 
World eternal Life : He has brought Lite, and Im- 
mortality, (eternal Life,) to Light and View by his 


heavenly Goſpel : He continually gives his Spirit to 
ſanctify and prepare Souls for eternal Life: He means 
to come again from Heaven, to beſtow upon his few 


faithful Servants eternal Life: He has proved to the 
e e World 
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World that God has ſo loved us that he has given 
his only-begotteh Son, that whoſoever believes on 

him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. And 

pet poor finning unn Mortals will not come to 


him for Life; will not admire, and value, and ſeek, 


eternal Life! will not take Means and Methods that 


lead to rternal Life; will not walk in that appointed 


holy Way, that will bring them to eternal Lite ; will 


reſolvedly prefer the vain Things of this World, and 
the Pleaſures of Sin, before the Joys of Heaven and 


eternal Life! . | 3 | 
And now, Men, and Brethren, and Fathers, what 


\ ſhall we fay to theſe Things? What ſhall we ſay 40 


you, that are fo lothe to enter into Life? O pray 
conſider, what would you have God do, or the Lord 


Jeſus do, or the Holy Ghoſt do, or Miniſters do, 


for you ? | | | 
1. What would you have God do more than he 

has done ? He has brought eternal Life down to your 

Doors ; offers itto your Minds, and Hearts, and Ac- 


ceptance. But you will have none of him and; none. 
What ſhall he do now ? Shall he take away 


of it. 
your Bibles, your Miniſters, your Light, your Helps 
towards Heaven? Shall he leave you as much with- 
out Bibles, and Sabbaths, and Sermons, as he leaves 
the poor Turks, and Heathens, and wild Indians? O! 
what will you do then? If few are ſaved now, cer- 
tainly fewer will be ſaved then; or, if God leaves 
you the Bible and his Ordinances, may he not juſtly 
ſay, you ſhall have Eyes, and not ſee; Ears, and 
not hear: Hear:s,'but not underſtand and conſider ?- 
May he not now ſay, / You ſhall not be converted, 


nor healed, nor pardoned, but marked out for eternal 


Deſtruction - and Damnation? Alas! my Brethren, 
will you provoke God again to repent that he made 
Men en the Earth? and will you grieve him at the 
Heart? ſha'l he repent that he has made you, and 


formed 


en 
formed and faſhioned you with ſo curious a Body, 
and ſonoble a Soul, which you uſe only to fin againſt 
him and provoke him to the Face! Would you have 
God repent that he redeemed you, and fent his Son 
to ſave you, and ſhew you the Way to eternal Life! 
Oh how dreadful will be the Iffue of your continually 
offending him, and deſpiſing his Goodneſs, and Mer- 
cy, and Love! 8 | bs 1 | 
2, What would you have the Lord Jeſus do more 
than he has done already? would you have him bleed 


and die a ain? would you hare him wounded and 


bruiſed for you again? If he ſhould be ſerved ſo 
again, it will do you no more Good than his laſt 
Sorrows and Sufferings have done; you would con- 
tinue the ſame unkind, untoward, unthankful, Souls, 
as you are now. And do yon think all your Folly, 
and Luſts, and Sin, are not diſpleaſing and grievous 
to him? Do you think he is not well acquainted 
with all your Unkindneſs and Undutifulneſs ? with 
all your Contradiction to him and to his Love and 
Blood? No Thanks to vou if he is not wounded 
with Grief and broken in Heart. Do you think if he 
was on Earth, in the Condition he once was, that he 
would not mourn and weep over you, as once he did 
over hard-hearted Feruſalem, when he cried out, O5 
that thou hadft but known, in this thy Day, the Things 
that belong to thy Peace ! hut now they are hid from thine 
Eyes. Will vou do Nothing but grieve and diſturb 
the good and gracious Saviour? what will he do for 
you when he comes again? wil he not laugh at your 
Calamity, and mock when your Fear comes? Will 
he not rejoice to execute the terrible Judgments upon 
you, that you are willfuily deſerving at his Hand ; 
3. What would you have the Holy Ghoſt do? 
How long ſhall he be grieved and vexed by your Un- 
belief and Hardneſs of Heart? would you have him 
turn aud be your Enemy? would you have him leave 


F 


you, and deliver you up to you own Hearts Luſts? 1 


Alas ! what will become of you then? You'will ſoon 


run into all Ungodlineſs, till you have ſinned your- 


ſelves into Hell. How eaſily can he open your Con- 


ſciences and ſet your Sins in all their heinous Colours 
before your Faces, till you have no Reſt Night nor 


Day! till you chooſe Stranghng and Death rather 


than Life! and till you taſte that Confufion and 
Deſpair that are the Beginning of eternal 'Torments! , 


4. What would you have poor Miniſters do? 
Mould you have them go on in their Work, or leave 


it off ? If you would have them leave it off, how can 


they for Pity ! Even for Pity to your poor periſhing 


Souls! It was Pity and Compaſſion that made many 


cf them undertake the* Work. It pitied them to ſee 
ſuch Numbers about them lie dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sin. It pitied them to ſee ſo many ignorant, fooliſh, 
eareleſs, Souls, neglecting God and their: great Sal- 
vation. Such Pity as this brought them into the 
Service, and made them willing to try by all Means 


toſave ſome. And now mult they ail leave off the 


Work that they have begun? Shall there be none 


to ſpeak for God, and for Chriſt, and for Heaven, and 


Holineſs ? Muſt Miniſters: believe and yet not ſpeak? 
Muſt they believe the Word of God? believe there 


is a Heaven and Hell, and eternal Judgment, and yet 


have never a Word to ny to poor Sinners, to warn 
them, or couniel or perſuade them te lay hold on 


eternal Life? O what Cruelty is this.to them and to 
© dying Sinners! OY . VVV 
Or would you have them go on? but how ſhall. 


they be able when they ſee no Good done by their 
Work? Your Unbelief and Unprofitablenefs ſpoil all, 


And will you break their Hearts? What Wrong have 


they done ye, that you make them look ſad, and me- 
lancholy, and drooping, from Day to Day? Alas. ! 


little do you know the Grief that you cauſe to good 
Miniſters, You. make them ready to/throw away their 


Work, 


A 


lan 
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? f Work, ready to accuſe themſelves for venturing upon 
an it! and ready ſometimes to aceuſe the Providence of 
re God for laying it upon them: And yet would ou 
n- | have them go on? Ocruel Friends, how can we go 
rs f on with a ſad Spirit and a pained Heart from Week 
or to Week? O cruel Brethren, that will not be con- 
er verted by us! will not be perſuaded by us, to turn and 
ad. live, and ſerveithe living God! Time was, When Mi- 
s!. J niſters had their Joy and Pleaſure in the Succeſs of 
. | their Labours, in the Converfion and Edification of 
ve Souls; but now we muſt fit ſorrowful and difcontent- 
an” ed: Vrael will nat be gathered. The Sinners of Man- 
1g. kind will not return and be ſaved. O hard-hearted 
ny- | Men and Brethren, who have reſolved that you will 


ce be none of our Bleſſing, none of our Joy, none of our 
ad | Crown of Rezoicing, in the Day of eur Lord Jeſus]. 

h, Ah! dear Souls! how ſhall I beſpeak you? How 
l- | ſhall I make any Impreflicn on you? Have you re- 
he ſol ved you will not read this Letter; or, if you do, 
ns that you will not think on it or regard it? No won- 


ne der you will not, ſince you will not mind and regard 
ne the Word of God! How ſhall Man, a little inful 
id Duſt, expect to be heard, when the eternal God may 
Is not be heard! But how then ſhall I mourn over you? 
re Will weeping for you do you any Good? I hope 1 
et ſhould then be willing to weep Tears of Blood for you, 
n if they would but help you to Heaven and to eternal 
n Life. But, alas! the Saviour has wept over and over, 
to and ye will not hear! He has ſweat Drops of Blood 
I rrickling down to the Ground, and ye will not hear! 
11 He has poured out his Soul unto Death, and yet 7e 


ir will not ſo hear and ſee that ye may ever live! ; 

; Now, dear Souls, what do you think of theſe © 
e | Things? Will ye not ariſe now and go to your hea- 

2. venly Father? Will ye not bethink yourſelves of 5 
+. living better, and ſpending your Time better, for the 
d Future? This Letter can do but little towards L * 
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But Books enough there are in the World that might 


be Bleflings to your Souls. O happy is our Land in 


Store of good and pious Books of all Sorts and Sub- 
jets! How diligent and laborious have abundance of 
God's Saints and Servants been in meditating and 


writing Books for us, and for the Good of our Souls ! 


What Nation under Heaven can compare with us for 
Multitude and Variety of ſound, ſweet, heavenly, 
practical, Diſcourſes ? And is it not fad, that they 
ſhould lie rotting and mouldering in Shops, and not 


be made Uſe of? As many as there are, do you not 


want one more to invite and perſuade ye to peruſe 


\ thoſe that are already written? O that ye might more 


value a good Book. Take up and read, ſaid the ſing- 


ing Voice to St. Auflin in the Garden. O learn to 


get more alone, and converſe with a ſearching, quick- 
ning, ſanctifying, Book! How much Time is ſpent in 
Vanity, Trifling, and Sin! how much Time is ſpent 
in Taverns, in Ale-houſes, Coffee-houſes, in imper- 
tinent Viſits, idle Games, and Sports, that might be 


much better ſpent in a Chamber, in a Cloſet, with a 


goed, ſerious, Book! A good Book would help you 


to know God better, and to underſtand his Word bet- 


ter; it would help you to know more of Chriſt, of 
Heaven, and eternal Life : It would help you to know 


more of, yourſelves and Sins, more of your Hearts and 


Ways, more of God's Commands and. your Duty to 
him : It would: teach you to love God and Man, to 
overcome the World, and live by Faith. It would 
teach you to hear better, and pray better, to be holy 
in all Converſation, and to be better prepared for 
Death and Judgment, O that you were reconciled 
to the reading of ſuch good Books as theſe : Sure 
Guide to Heaven; Treatiſe of Converfion ; Vindication 
of Goilline/ſs; Bp. Reynold's three Treatiſes; The 


Practice of Piety; Mr. Scudder's Daily Walk; Burkitt's 
Poor Man's Help. To which may be added many more 
of Sibbs, Prefion, Jeſ. Symonds, Thomas Gouge. Bp. 


Hopkins, 
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their Help 
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Heptins, Mr. Clarkſon, and others.” O how have god 


Men ſtudied, and laboured, and wrote, that they 
might do Something to ſave your Souls! And ſhall 
all their Labours be loſt? they would fain have you 
come to the ſame e and Happineſs to which 


they are gone. And wi 
and Labour of Love, Ah! 


many holy Lives of God's Saints and Servants. have 
you ſeen, which ſhould have quickened and; encou- 


raged you in the way to Heaven i How much Time & 


Labour have they ſpent for you! How many great and 
holy, pleaſant and profitaple Works have they left be- 


hind them, by which they ſtill ſpeak to you, and 
preach to you, and give Warnings, and Counſel, and 


to you, if they wexe to come again from the Dead! 
O how earneſt would they be with you, to eſcape 


thoſe Flames that they have eſcaped! and to enter ; 
into thoſe Joys into which they are entered! O what 
Deſcriptions could they repreſent of the Love of God, 


the Grace of Chriſt, the Glories af the. Bleſſed | But 
they muſt not. You muſt learn to live by Faith as 


they did, and to truſt the Word and Truth of God as 
they did. You muft follow them, through Faith anld 


Patience, to inherit the Promiſes. 


4 
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$ EC Ti VI. An Afedtionate Paraphraſe on theſs 


Fords, Why will ye die? 


1 19 can you, without a melting Heart, ſee and 


hear thoſe compaſſionate Words of the good God, 
ſaying to you, 
Houſe of Mael was the Church of God, the Company 


of thoſe that had the Book of God, the Covenant and 
„ | -_ Ordinances | 
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| you unkindly refuſe all 
| poor Souls; 
what will become of you at laſt? How many Helps, 
and Means, and Aids, have you to give an'Aceount _ 
of, at the great, the laſt Day of the World i how 
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Piredtion, to you! O hear them, if you will not hear 
us! Hear the Dead, if you will not hear the Living. 
O with what Voice and Language would they' ſpeak 
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rent. 


Why will ye die, O Houſe of Urael! The 
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cCious God? 
Pull I give thee up, O Ephraim? 
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Ordinances of God, among them. And yet. God aſks 
them, why mill ye die, and be loſt for ever! Suppoſing 
him aſking you the ſame Queſtion, you profeſſed 
Chriſtians! you that now belong unto the /-az/ of 


God: O why will ye die ? why will ye fin on, and re- 


fuſe Mercy and Peace, and run yourſelves wilfully 


into eternal Death and Damnation? 


Cannot ye ſuppoſe, that that compaſſionate, moving 
Queſtion, does contain in it many more? Suppoſe 
ydu hear the living God arguing the Caſe with you, 
and pleading for the Life of your Souls in ſuch Lan- 


guage as this, Ny will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? 


Does it not ſeem as if God was more concerned for 


your Life and Happineſs than you are for your own ? 
Does it not look as if God was willing to ſave the Life 
of your Souls, and that you are willing to throw awa 
Life, and Soul, and Salvation, and all? and does it 
not intimate Death creeps into the Houſe of Iſrael, 
hurch of God ? and does it not inti-- 


even into the 
mate, too, that it is Pity the Houſe of 1/ael ſhould 


die? Pity that they, that are ſo near to God, and have 
received ſo much from God, ſhould at laſt fall ſhort of 


the Glory vf God, and periſh for ever! For, is it not 
Pity you ſhould go at laſt without the great eternal 
Bleſhng to which ye have been called by the Word 
and Book of God? That you ſhould lofe the Bleſſ- 
ings of Abraham, the Bleſſing of the eternal Inheritance? 
Is it not pity that you fhould loſe the Benefit of all 


| __ ſacred, ſanctifying, Privileges ye have enjoyed 


n the Houſe of God? How long have ye ſat there? 
how many holy Ordinances have ye ſeen and taſted 
there ? and ſhall they all be unprofitable and vain ? 
Is it not Pity 3 ſhould wound and grieve the gra- 

ow compaſſionate and loving is he to 
you ! How ready, in his Compaffions, to ſay, Hew 


ow ſhall I relinquiſh 


muy Intereſt ih thee? How /ball J deliver th:e up, O 
Iſrael ? how ſhall I reſign thee EA toe thay > 
: f „ ' : x Ly 


— 
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| for your more dreadful 1 and deeper Downfal? that 
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My Heart is turned within me: I can ſcarce bear the 


thoughts of rejecting and 1cnouncing thee, © My Re- 
 pentings are kindled together. My Bowels yearn over 


thee. I am ready to repent of the; Exil I thought to 
do agaiaſt thee. H/. xi. 8. Is God thus tender and 
compaſſionate ? and is it not Pity you ſhould grieve 
him and die? is it not Pity you ſhould loſe your Pro- 
feſſion, and your Pretenſions to Religion? Yea, that 
all your Profeſſions ſhould appear at laſt to be Hypo- 
criſy, to be all Guile, and Deceit, as it muſt be, if your 

are loſt, and periſh at lat ? And how will you bear it, 
to have all your Show of Religion and all your Form 
of Godlinels to be laid open at laſt; and laid naked be- 

fore Angels and Men? to be expeſed as mere Cheat 
and ftark\'Hypocriſy ? Is it not Pity that all your Ser- 
vices in Religion ſhou!d be loſt ? That all your Pray- . 
ers and Devotions ſhould be loſt ?. that all your going 


to Church and hearing Sermons ſhould be loſt, and 


ſhould do your Souls no Good, for ever? that all your 
Charity and Kindneſs to the Poor ſhould be loſt and 
avail Nothing to. your Salvation ? that all your La- 
bours, and Sorrows, and Sufferings in the Way of Re- 
ligion, ſhould ſignify Nothing at the great Day? O0 
how fad it is you ſhould be ſcorned, and reproached, 
and reviled, for Religion, and yet at laſt it ſhould ap- 
ear that you had none, or none in good Earneſt! Pity 
it is you ſhould loſe your Hopes and Expectations! 
How ready are you to ſay, 4s J bope to be ſaved! As 
I hope to go to Heaven! as if you did not queſtion but 
you ſhall be faved, and ſhall go to Heaven. And is it 
not a thouſand Pities that you ſhould loſe your Hopes 
and Aſſurance ! and that at laſt you ſhould not be ſav- 
ed, nor go to Heaven! O what will you do when your 
Hope ſhall make you aſhamed, and leave you con- 
founded for ever! Is it not Pity the Saviour of Life 
ſhould be turned into a Saviour of Death unto your _ 


Souls | and that the gracious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould - if 
increaſe your Miſery and Condemnation ? Is it nota 


thouſand Pities that the Redeemer himſelf ſhould be 
he 
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he ſhall fall u pon you with all his Power, andW eight, 


and Wrath ? his Power is ſtrong, his Wrath is great, 


and his Weight exceeding heavy. Woe to them on. 
whom he falls. On whom/oerrer he ſhall fall, he will grind 
them to Powder, Is it not Pity that all your fair Pro- 


greſs, in the Way to Heaven, ſhould be loſtand come 
to Nothing? It may be you have made a fair ning; 
Have begun to run well, and ſeem to ſtart fair tor Hea- 


ven and eternal Life: O what a thoufand Pities it is 
you ſhould fail of the Grace of God, and come ſhort. 
of Heaven at laſt! It may be you have eſcaped the 

| -Corryptions that are in the World through Luft: It 


may be you have learnt many Virtues and Duties; are 
obedieni-to Parents, honeſt to all Men, fair in your 


Words and Promiſes, and far from coveting other 


Mens Goods and Poſſeſſions: Perhaps you can ſay, as 


the virtuous young Man did to the Lord, All theſe 


Things have 1 kept from my Youth up. And is it not ten 


3 now that all this ſhould be loſt tor. 


Want of one thing more? for want of Chriſt, and cloſ- 


ing with him according to his Covenant and Goſpel? 


Js it not. het Pity indeed that they that are _not far 
from the Kingdom of God ſhould at laſt loſe theSight 


of it, and never come there? Is it not Pity that they 
that lack but one Thing, fhould miſs that one Thing, 


the only Thing needful, and ſo never enter into cter- 
nal Reſt? O how fad it is that they, that are within 


one Step of Heaven, ſhould miſs that Step, and tumble 


down to Hell! © ſad, that any of you, my Brethren, 
ſhould be, lifted up to Heaven in holy Favours and 
Privileges, and yet at laſt fink down to the bottomleſs 
Pit of Endleſs Death and Perdition! Is it not Pity that 


the Devil ſhould run away with thoſe that have been 
called the People of God, and have borne the Name 


of God in the World? Know ye not that Hypocrites 


and Unbclievers muſt be doomed at laft to the Place 


and the World of the Devils! Co, ye cur/ed, into ever- 
lafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels ! And 


is it not ten thouſand Pities, that they that have been 
baptized in the Name of the eternal God, have flocked 
| | 5 together 
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together into the Houſe of God, and been openly de- 


dicated to God; ſhould at laſt fall into the Devil's hands, 
and be carried by him into his Dominions and into e- 
ternal Flames? Is it not Pity that your Caſe fhould be 


worfe, at laft, than if you had never been of the Houſe - 
of Ifrael ? never been Members of the Houſe of God? 


1s it not Pity that your Caſe. ſhould be worſe than if 


you had beenTurkts or Heathens? Ohow much forer muſt. 


your Judgment and Condemnation be ! I. hall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for yon: More toler- 
atle for Sodom-and Gomorrah than for you! O dread- 


ful that your Condition ſhould be more intolerable - 


than that of Sodom how unſpeakably intolerable muſt 
it then be! Was there a more wicked, abominable, 


Town on Earth than that of Sodom? Is any Town or 


City more branded for Sin and Wickedneſs, in all the 
Book of God, than that of Sodom? Did any Town 


ſuffer more dreadful Judgments in this World than 
S:dom did? It met with a Hell upon Earth. It ſuf- 
fered ſomewhat like the Vengeanee of eternal Fire. 
It was conſumed: by Fire that rained down out of 
Heaven upon it. If Sodom was puniſhed with a Hell 
upon Earth, and if your Lot and Woe muſt be more 
intolerable than Sedom's, O what a hot, dreadful, in- 


concetvable, Hell muſt you meet with at laſt, if in 
Hell you ſhould lift up your Eyes! Do you not ſee 


then, it is ten thouſand Pities that you of the Houte 


of Iſrael, you that live within the Church of God, 
ſhould die and periſh for ever? Why then will ye die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael ? : 


O conſider, and meditate theExtent and Importance 


of this Queſtion ? How many more are contained in 
the Bowels of it, or may be drawn ſuitable thereto! 


the Word yon; relating to the People and Folk that 
are here ſuppoſed ſo willing to die. 3. Upon the Word 


why; inquiring into the ſtrange Reaſons that move 6, Y 


you to be willing to dic. 
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ueſtions may be aſked you 
upon every Word of the Queſtion of the Text; as, 
1. Upon the Word die; relating to that Death and 

Miſery that you are ſo willing to run into. 2. Upon 
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. I. Questions on the Word die. | 
Ss (1) COnsrokn what Queſtions may be propoſed to 
Wo you from the Word die; why wilt ye die? 
What is this Peath that you are ſo ready to continue 
ang bring upon yeurſelves? Do not ſuch Queſtions as 
theſe thence arife for your moſt ſerious Meditations ? 
y will ye die. 1. Why will ye continue ſpiritually 
dead Dead in your Guilt, and Treſpaſſes, and Sin? 
Dead in your Ignorance, Unbelief, and Hardneſs of 
Heart? Dead to God, and to Religion, and all the 
Ways of God ? Is there no ſuch Thing as ſpiritual 
Life? no Inclination and Affection of the Soul toGod, 
and Heaven, and Gooaneſs ? Is there no ſuch Thing 
as Communion and Intercourſe with God? What does 
the Goſpel then ſignify, that profeſſes to lead you to 
ſuch high and heavenly Communion andEnjoyments? 
Is there no ſuch Thing as a Converſation in Heaven? 
what mean rhen ail the holy, heavenly, Lives of God's 


. 5 Saints? Do they not declare, plainly, that they ſeek 


aà better Country? that they have Hopes, and Hearts, 
and Joys, above? And will you be dead to all theſe? 
Dead to Chriſt, and the Heaven and Happineſs f 
Saints? And will you be alive only to Sin and to the 
World ? to the Luſts of the Fleſh, and to the pride of 
Life? O why will ye continue dead to all that is 
good, and holy, and divine! „ 
2. Why will ye refuſe the Author of Life, the liv- 
ing God, that gives Grace to his Saints, and Glory to 
the Bleſſed? His Spirit gives Life, the Light of his 
Countenance gives Light and Joy. With him there 
is the Fountain of Liſe and Peace: Why do ye put 
Him thus to complain, My People will have none of me? 
none of my gracious, quickening, Preſence: They will 
not come to me that they may have Life. Why are 
ye unreconciled to the God of Life, and why will ye. 
die, O Hove of Iſrael! , ay 
3, Why do ye reject and refuſe the Way of Life? 
the good oa that will bring ye ſafely unto eternal 
Life? God has ſhewn you that Way. The Path of 
Life he hath made known to you, His Law is good 
hs „ and 
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and leads to Life. His Commandments are everlaſt- 
ing Life. Holineſs is ſpiritual Life, yea, it is eternal 
Lite begun. Why do you hate that Life, and ſtand at 
aA Diſtance from it? Why do you ſtarve, and wound, and 
ruin voursSouls? And why will ye die, OHouſt of I/racl? 


4. Why will you imbitter your own Death? Your 
natural Death that is approaching apace ? You cannot 


prevent it indeed, but you may make it more bitter 


and more dreadful. O what a terrible Death will you 


die, if you die in your Sins! a Death far unlike that 
of the Righteous! They go to ſleepy they die in 


peace, and go to joyful Reſt with God. But you die 


under the Curſe and Wrath of God. Under the Hatred. 


and Anger of God. O what Poiſon and Stings do you 


put into your Death! How ghaſtly and frig htful will 


the King of Terrors look upon you! What Pains and 


Racks will be in your Conſciences, when you are to 


leave the World ! Is not Death (r itſelf ſad and griev- 


ous enough but you will make it worſe O why will 
you cheoſe the moſt terrible Paſſage out of the World? 
and why will ye die, O Howe of Hftael? 

5. Why will ye venture upon unſpeakable, endleſs, 
Death? Ahl dear Souls! do you know what the Wages 
of Sin are? Do ye know what the Power and Wrath 


of an offended God are? Do vou confider what it 18 


to lie under the Weight of his Frowns, of his Terrors, 
and fiery Indignation, for ever? O that you may ne- 
ver know it by your own Senſe and Experience! But 
are ye not running inte thoſe Flames! Are ye not de- 
ſtroying yourſelves, and bringing Damnation on your 
own Souls ? O pity yourſelves! O haſten out of the 
Jaws of everlaſting Death! for avby i ye. die, O 
 Bedſ&of al. | Tens 
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( 2.) CONSIDER what Enquiries ariſe from the Word 
1 


ez in this ſacred Expoſtulation. Queſtions 


relating to the People and Perſons here ſuppoſed thus 
willing to die: Why will you die? yen, that come 
under ſuch Characters and Conſiderations as theſe? 
RP | EPS BR, . 3. You. 
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1. You that are ſuch noble, rational, Creatures, 
why will you die? You that are the Beauty and 
Firſt-born of this World and Creation? You that 

. are ſuch Products of divine Power and Skill? How 

_ curiouſly and wonderfully are you framed and 

- wrought! You may each of you ſay te the great God; 
Thy Hands have made me and faſhioned me: In thy Book 

were all my Members written; when as yet none of them 

"were drawn out and figured, Read the Hiſtory of 
your Creation, and ſee if there is not good Reaſon to 
argue the Gale with you. Why will you die? God made 
Man (the Body of Man) out of the Duft of the Field. A 

curious Body, you fee, he has made it, compoſed of 
many curious Parts; fit for many curious Motions, 

Employs, and Exerciſes ! fit to be the Companion 

and Habitation of a noble Soul. And will ye deſtroy 
. fo curieus a Body ? Is it not enough that it muſt diſ- 
ſolve and lie rotti g in the Grave for many Years ? 
but would you alſo have it lie racked and tortured in 
Hell for evermore ?' God then breathed into Man the 

Breath of Life, a living Spirit: Whereupon he became 

a living, always living, or immortal, Soul, And ſhould 

immortal Souls die and periſh under the Wrath of 

7 God * you are knowing, rational, Creatures, and 

will you die? You:can underſtand what Death is, and 

can know hew to eſcape it: You can foreſee it, and 
fear it, and hafien from it. Let Brutes die, they know 
not what Death means, their Death is Nothing in 

- Compariſon with yours! Let wild Beaſts and Cattle 

die, they were made to be taken and deſtroyed. ' Are 

+ you not of much more Value than they? They cannot 

make an Atonement for your Sin, cannot. ranſom your 

Souls, cannot be informed and inſtructed as you are: 

They know Nothing of Life or Death, Nothing of 

Time and Ererntty Wothing: of a future State and 


World Heteacheth you more than the Beafts of the Earth, 
and maketh you wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven, Job 
XXXV. 11. He has made you for noble-Ends and Uſes! 
tand why then will you die? You are capable of im- 
martal Life and Joy, Is not Immortality written upon 
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5 
Conſciences? Let thoſe Things die, whoſe Spirits mult 
go downwards; but why will you die, whoſeSpixits muſt- 
go upwards, and muſt return to God who gave them ? 

2. You, who are put into a Redeemer's Hand, 
why will you die? Know ye not that ye have been 


bought with a Price? that the Lord Jeſus died, role, 
and revived, that he might be Lord of the Dgad 


and of the Living? Is he your Lord? and is he the 
Lord of Life ? and why will you die ? has he brought 


you into his Hands, that he may, prove and try you, 


and yet will ye die? Is he willing to reſpiie the Curſe 


of the Law, far a while? willing to try you with Pati- 


ence, and Mercy, and Counfel, for a little Seaſon ? 


Does he ſet you in a State of new Trial and Probation * 


to ſee how you will act towards him, and how you will 


carry it for an endleſsEternity,? and have xou refolve 


ed to abuſe bis Gogdneſs, and ta die at laſt ? O poor 


Souls! ſhall a Redeemer do you noGood ? ſhall a Me- 
diator be loſt, and all his Care and Love be forfeited ?_ 

O you redeemed of the Lord, Why will ye die? 
3 Lou that have the Bible, the Book of God, to lead 


you unto Life, why will ye die ? Vou that have the 


Words of Grace and Words of Life, why will ye forfake 


all and run into eternal Death,? What Advantage then 


Hatt the Hauſe e Tjrael above all other Nations aud Pec- 


ple? much every Way ; chiefly, that unto you are committed 


_ the Oracles f God. He has not dealt fo with other 
Lands and, Countries. How many large Nations on 
the Earth lit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death? 
Did you know how greataPart of this World is with- 


out the true Knowledge of God and Chriſt, ſurelyyou 


would pity thoſe that dwell. there; and ſurely vou 


would be aſtoniſhed at the ſtrange Providence of God, 


and be provoked to improve and employ your Bibles 
and your Light much more. God ſeems to wink at 
their Ignorance, and to carry it towards them as afihe 
were not much concerned Whether they, live. or net. 
But he deals not ſo with you;; he calls you into mar- 
vellous Light; bring Fe to Light 
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oth bo os Rs 
unto you; gives you leave to look into the Myſtery 
ot his Will, into the Myftery of redeeming Love or- 


Heaven, into the moſt holy Place. Gives you Leave, 

to fee and contemplate the Things that Angels deſire 
to look into. And ſhall the living Oracles be in vain? 
Shall the Spirit of Inſpiration be given to the Church 
m vain? O, you inſtructed enlightened Souls, why 
wall ye die and periſh for erer? 5 


© offered to you, why will you die ? eternal Life offered 
you by the God of Life! Oh! are not they juſtly 
reckoned willfully to die, that wilfully refuſe Lite 
when it is ſet before them? Can you ſay that Life, 
bpleſſed Life, has not been offered to you? will not 
Four Conſcience declare the contrary ? will not the 
Bible and your Miniſters witneſs the contrary ? Is not 
eternal Life offered you in the Covenant of God, and 
| together with the Son of God? in the Covenant of 
God, which is a Covenant of Life and Peace to poor 
Sinners. Does not the God of Life there call to you, 
Ho / every one that thirfleth ! Ah! poor indigent, dying 
Mortals, you that want all ſpiritual, ſaving Bleſſings, 
come you to the Waters: Come to the Fountain of living 
Waters, to the Fountain of Life, and Grace, and 
Glory! And he that hath no Money, no Merit ot Worth 
of his own, come buy and cat, come and take freely! 


and Peace: Incline your Ear, (be not ſtill dead and ob- 

Mmate ;) come to me, and I will make dn everlaſting 
* Covenant with you ; even the ſure Mercies of David 1 
will covenant with you to give you the fure Mercies 
ef David. And what are the ſure Mercies of David? 
Is there not Life among them for evermore ? How can 


vi 


Glory, 


dained ſor your Glory. He gives you a Proſpect into 


4. You that have Life ſo frequently and frankly 


come, and receive, and embrace, the Bleſſings of Life 


Fe deſpiſe the Covenant of God? Is not the Son of 
Dod, and Life with him, offered unto you? Doth not 
— the eternal Father ſay, here is my beloved Son, hear 
Fim, receive him. There is Life in the Son, He that 
bath the Son, hath Life. Let him be yours, and all 
1 R | FORE 1 14 N = FS = 1 | ; ar Blifs — nd 
1 1 yours; eternal Life; eternal Joy, eternal Bliſs, an 
1 | | 8 
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5 Yowthatihave a Saviour ſtanding and knocking. 


you have! How kind is his Voice, and courteous his 
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Life and Eternity ? Does he not put you upon we- 


of your Sins, andconyince ye of yaur Unrighteouſneſa 


the Word ef God many Times, and makę it 27 0 9 
ſweet to yo? and/ſhall:3ll theſe Works be loſt? Will i 
1 


* 
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Glory, are yours. O poor Souls ! why, will you die, - 
to whom eternal Life is ſo freely and kindly offered! 
at your Doors, why. will you die? O what is the Mor- « 
tal's oy in this Day of Grace? The Saviour | |! 


waits, and calls, and knocks. O how few. Nations have 1 | 
him ſo near, and ſo loudly knocking at their Doors, as 


Carriage? Do you not hear him ſaying, Open to me, 


my beloved, Open your Minds and Hearts to me, and | 
I will come in aud ſup with you, and you with me. And 
how richly will he entertain you with the Foretaſtes 
of glorious Life and Heaven! How frequent are his _ ©} 
Meſſages of Love! how inviting are his Providence: 


how open are his Arms to embrace ye! ho full are 
his Promiſes, and how ſtrong his Importunities! Andi 
after all this, will ye reſolvedly die, © Houſe of IſraetY. 

6. You that have a divine Spirit: fill ſtriving with 
you, why. will you die? A Spirit of Life in ſome 
Meaſure moving upen your Souls! Is he not: fhlk 1! 
leading you unto God, and Religion, and holy Life! 
Does he not tell you, that now it is high Time tg 
awake out of Sin and Sleth; and Time 16, look after 


penting and turning unto God ? Does he not tell yo 


i 
he is ready to ſtand by you, and help you in all your |# 
Motions towards Heaven and eternal Life? Doeg he 
not ſometimes give you good Thoughts and Intentionas 

good! Defires and Reſolutions? make you concurwitn 


voualways grieve the Spirit of God s will yog je IF, 
him, till you have quite quenched his Motions and 
Operations? O why will ye be ſo hardened againſt 
Ged and Goodneſß? and why will. ye die, O Houſe 


. eng 4 
1 * vou that have tt e Miniſtry attegfling you to call . 7 


5 — a . ; : . 4 1 
ye umd Life, why will ye die? Letahaſe dig to whom 
the. Meſſengers of God are Sen, ang 0 ae = 


1 4, 
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89 
glad Tidings of Goſpel Peace, But why ſhould. you 
die, to whom they come with Words of:Lite.and Joy? 
They come to call you to Repentance, that you fa 


ve; come to call you to Faith in our Lord Jdfus | 


Chriſt, that you may have Life by his Name; come 
to call you to Reconciliation with God, that you may 
live with God forever. And will Nothing of this do 
after all? will you wilfully de? 
8. You that have the great God arguing the Caſe 
wich ye, why will ye die? Do you know what it is to 
have the loving and living God pleading with you? 
He, that ſpake in Thunder, and Lightening, and 
Earthquake, to the ancient Houſe of Vrael, comes in 
a mild, compaſſionate Way, to plead with you. He 
might tell you, you ſhall die, whether you will or not: 
He might tell you, you ſhould be loſt and damned 
without Remedy! that it ſhall no longer be offered to 
your Choice, whether you ſhall live or not But he 
pities you amidſt your Sins and Follies; and conde- 
ſcends to reafor- with you, why will-ye die? O what 
Condeſcenſion and Govdneſs are here! Will the eternal 
God ſtoop to argue and plead with the contemptible 


DA and Aſhes ? Will he ſhew more Regard: to our 


Welfare than we do ourſelves ? O bow will ye anſwer 
dim? what Reaſon will you give him why ye are fo. 


willing to die, and to be deprived of his Preſenee and 


Glory? Does he call you to live * Does he plead and 
Intreat that you would be concerned for your Souls? 
and yet will ye die, O Houſe of I/rael !/- 1 


0, You, char ve within the Conipaſs of che Cbrif. 


tian Church, why will ye die ? You, whoſe Lot is fall- 
en within the Church of God ſince the Redeemer- 
came into the World? Of the two it was more tolera- 
ble than the ancient Houſe of Jae ſhould die than 
khat you ſhould. They that lived in the World, and 
in the Houſe of God, before the Mediator was born, 
their death might be more excufable than yours; the 
Had not that open Light, and clear Diſcoveries of di- 
vine and beavenlyThings, that you have. TheChurch 
ef God was then like an Heir under Age, deprived of 
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ed to behold the beautiful Face of them / that bring the 
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ider n bre > Petz d Terror, under 
Sage, and da dark. C01 monies,” till the 1 
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Mediatory came, t Reformation game alſbz 
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uſtificat and guts , aſcending into Hiaven, Akin Ay 

: 19 775 the 0 ht hand of God, inter edin th 1 
"the Fat! for. e '4, ; you, and dee to Comte | 
be! AI, * a all;bis, Agel 2 AH Saints; 8 t the ul Day. j 
ou arge fed, to lob more into thecCbunſels of (God | 
int ne At of the Covenant, "Into the Court bfHed- i 
„rene 1&2 e a8 any aud e Pleaſures' there? The: . |} 

e 1 Mf, that Has b peel 8 from Ages and Seberztions, i 
| 1 e Joy of Faith and forte 


o 


„. 
L 


8 


- 
pays 


8 18 own to Jou, 


er e of E on. Ad ye Wy > die? Will bone 
ſo of thele: hin 7s 184 ye unt Lite 80 en eg un- 1 
id . \þ ew , E 1 under the Reit and Ki: q 
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T2 that are "of. the preſent Wa Thael of God net God 1 
it . Provided. Wine better TkHings for) pri hat they wit. 
. out YOu, "ould. not be made pert fect F and yet, after < 


l- | : 3; witty 

er + x20; You. that dwell in the purer Part or the Hetſe | 
a offt Why will vou die? you, that belong to qc 
in rather” han apoſtatiſed Hasi; you, whoſe 12 tis gra 
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n of Pops 171. ' FR. ie do che iy kn know i 
che erſon; ang. {Fog ation of the Lord. us! 
Kea ly to. ſet up other Mediasors together wk hin 5 by | 
c fly to the Interceſſion pf Saints! How little are the 
Auen in bs Mer rats and Fulneſs of his Death and 
; tequſneſs 1 in The Sufficiency and Power of the 
. 5 by 15889 he. has for ever e. them 
42 are ſanctiſied! lag} how re poor Souls, 1 E528 
Lands, cheated Ju M aſſes ane Latin Services! wit 
the pretended ed oh Saints, and Pia ets for the 
Dead, and Stories of et and ſo A & ſadly led 
by the Blind, into the Ditch of Death and 8 
And are they not enough to be deceived and die? Will 
vou periſh as well as they ? You are brou ght into mte 
TEK ; you, are allowed to ſee the Frrgr vi the VI. 
,Dity,, and n their Religion. Andd not you r 
Souls pity them ? And do you not ae y ay, th 2 
God's Kingdom may come Wy th em! -? Wu, Why 
do you pretend 55 Proteſtants Is the R dfermation 
no Bleſſing to. you, 1s, the. Fu rity, 9 of. ' the Scripture, 
and of heavenly Do&trine, n no. 1 e 515 — 
. Bal Hearts, a you can think ſo! 1 e 
"Jearch the Scriptures themſelves, and to ſee, \ 
on Eyes, the Wa ay to Life: You are taught the i our 
of Forgiveneſs and 1 through the Blood and 
Aemption of the Lord: Jefus: You axe tau ht,the' 155 
Worſhip o God,and yet will y. ou die? Obo ſad! ch At 
Proteſtants, th at Inhabitants in the reformed Churches 
mould loſe, 1 and their Souls, and die for. eher! 
11 You that live 1 in the Land of Great Br ait, why 
wal, e die! that live in that | happy, Ie," that God 
fag loved and choſe to bleſs ! O- What Has the o0d 
= not done for us? Howẽ ſoon did he ſendꝭ his Goſ- 
pel hither, and how long has he continued &, and b 
What wonderful Deliverances has he referved it! 
What mighty Works of! Salvation have our /Fore-th- 
thers i ſeen and declared to us} What ſtrange Revolu- 
tions and Acts of Divine Providence have we ſech, 
and had Reaſon to admire! How oft have our Lives, 
and All our Enjoyments, been endangered! but God 
has ſecured them! How oft have we eſcaped” as Birds 
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wat on * the Hand of the Water! 
aid Summers paſt but we have a 


flats b why Will you die? 
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5 few Campai 
bundant Kal 
bleſs God for Deliverances, Succefles, and ViRonies ! 


and mall the God Gel thus ſhew, that our Lives are 
dear to him, 


d mall we id ſe them at laſt "A Shall he 
ſecure therkd” 
_loſe them all! Shall he watch over us for Good, and 
mall we ruin 1 his Care and Watchfulneſs 5 O'you 
indulged,” faved, privil ged, Inhabitants of this 


12. You wat read this Letter, N wit 706 He? 


If it be nor worth your — 55 throw/it by, 20d kale 


der ? 585 you 0 g⁰ ercleſdg on, Hke a 
_ * Beaſt to the Slaughter? Will nothing move 
© Conſideration aivake 2458 a "wy 4 read, and yet 
* ad dle??? 


dye f 10 
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III. Jeet on. pe 4 Tad Why: er 
HEN TT ys aſk you a few othex Queſtions, ſuch 
as may ariſe from the third Word in the Text, 
1, why evil] ye lie? Let me enquire into the regſons 


wal this Will, or > Wilfulneſs,: of, yours;,.; Have you any 


Neaſon to give the bleſſed God, whazthus rh 
© with 


vou? Have you any Reaſon. to give;the Lord 
Jeſus, when he ſhall come to judgeithe World, a - 


when he:ſhall aſk you, hy would ye ef; and would 
nt come to him that you might have Life ? Haye 


any Reaſon for one that would alk. vou, in their 
mes, why.wll ye die? Let Conſcience ſee and ſay 


. theſe that follow are any of the Reaſons — 
you will. die and leſe your Souls and Life for ever? 


1. Are you reſalved that the blefſed God, ſball have n 


Glory in your eternal Life and Salvation? Are you ſuch 
an Enemy to all his Glory, that yon intend he ſhall 
have none in you andy you? Have you heard har 
- well-pleafing it will be to him, to ſee y in, Heaven? 
Have you heard and read WAL his, a 

fram Heaven, has told ye? 
2 ken a poor Soul is returning mad, ; that he is ready 


that, came 
That the. Father rejgices 


to 


ivileges for our Souls, and (Hall We. 
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to call all hy Family Wok and £4 to them. tis 
meet that wwe ſhould rejoice and be l a; oor 7 your 1 
Brother vas dead, and is alive, and a 27 2% and d is - 
ound. And are you reſolved thor 2 a 
sto ſo loving a Father? that \; de] W Th 0 p 
Jou, no Comfort 1 in Ne c Salvation 2: re you 0 fallen 4 
ut ee Rim. © fie to Fl 17 et have = 
| never C 
{ 


in you: > Op ngo „ 8500 uit you. e gut of Envy 
and e CY that; the God. pong 'Heayen, } mall 


have n Honour, no Glory. nox Praiſe, rü or. by 1 


Vout Salyation. 
2. Hape 50 reſolved that . ali have 10 N 


3 oe 


"Foy or Satisfadtion. in you ?  Haye you, heard that the 7 
„Father hath premiſed. him a ged to erye him? Habe FP 
Mou heard that he is to ſee of the, Travail of his Soul, 4 
andite be ſatisfied ? But de vou mean that, he ſhall be it 

diſappointed i in you! ? Po you refolve e in you. e En * 


not ſee the Travail of his Soul, and chat in vu, he ſhall 1 
neyer be ſatisſied? \ Have'yowrelſblyed 2. as far as 1 
yh you lies, ou Will ſport the Deizgns of his Nrath ku 
And ruin all the Fruits:of his Bloud and Bln Sacrifice ? -< 
Is it not your Aim to detall. you van that che} ſhowld 1 
die in vain; and pour outhis:Soul 4½ Offering fer Bin 1 
1 vain? Are you ſo difpleafed with him as to teſolre * 
7 $49 will never ſtüg the Song of Maſendand' the x 
| ? that yauwill nevepgive Glory, and. Honoun, und py 
4 Bagel, and Pyuiſe to him that was ilain andrederm- 
ed you by Bis Blocd ? G oruel Souls ll HN, e i? 
Have you vevolved that the holy Augrii ſball ve 
io 505 in of by your Compuuy ? Havelyoucbeen told, by. 
iz Meſſenger from Heaven, that there , Foy: a: e 
Preſence of ube Angels oer bur Sinne that repents.and limes, 
And have you refolyed thereupon toblaſt their Hopes 
and ſpoil their Joys? Do you envyrthis : preſent Hap- 
pineſs, and reckon they have ſo much t bar they ſhall. 
have no more fer you nor from you? Af! poor Soul! 
what have the oy done to you, that you are:ſo:envions., 
at their Bliſs Zwherein have they deſerved your IIl- 
will and e Arg 7 not *r enough for ene, 
$1 - $1704 wen ; OL. * 
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or fit to bear you Company? What is the Matter 


you are ſo, lothe to let them have your Company and 


a4; 0 =” ; 2985 * * 38 4 , 
! Converſation in Heaven? Have they injured Jou, 


or done you an 4 What Fault do you\ find 
em haye 

that little Satisfaction and Solace that may ariſe from 

-your Preſence and Society ? Why. will you gen 


— 


with the, good Spirits, that you will not let t 


them ſo. ſmall a Matter, or fo great a Pleaſure 7 an 


. 
= 


why will you, miſs of Heaven? and a will ye; die, 


4. Ho he Hu bat the Dail and Samned Spirits ſhall 


have your Company. for evermore ? Are you more pleaſed 


with them than with the heavenly Society, and are 


. you more willing to oblige and gratify them? What 


Service do yoir. owe the infernal Spirits? Have you 
found their Company ſo good that you intend tq have 


it for ever? Have you found their Service ſo plegſant, 


that youwill oblige them with your, Company in thoſe 
fiery Manſions ? What have they done for you? Have 
they helped you to ſome of the Pleaſures of Sin? It 
may be they have; and will you therefore go and 


dwell with them in their Habitation? Have they help - 
ed you ta ſome Trade and made you rich? It may be 


they have. Fhere is a Deal of Trade carried on by 
the Devils Counſel; and many are made rich by the 
Way that he puts them into, Nou know what he offer- 


ed the Saviour himſelf. He ſhewed him the King- 


doms oß the World and their Glories, and told him, 
All theſe will I geve thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
obi pe. Matt. iv. ͤA 9... I 


And has the Devil given you any of theſe Things? t 
and wiil you thereſore die that you may humour and 


_ gratifyhim2?:or have you made a Covenant withDeath 
and an Agreement with Hell? Have you (as ſome 


r Wretches are ſaid to have done) entered into a 


Contract with the Devil to be his andtodive with him ? 
elſe what is the Matter, and who has bewitched you 
that you: ſhould thus wilfully run in the Way to eter- 
nal Death and Helb? «,' | .-/ WP | 


\ 


= 


5. Nit not enough in. your: Eyes eas Anne dete fred - 
and died, but you mig nie tos They have died, as they 


are 
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Noot the Angels that ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, 
And delivered them unto Chains of Death and Datk- 
Heli, to be reſerved unto the Judgement of the great 


3 S r 


% O 

. are capable of dying, and as your Souls muſt die. They 
3 are caſt out of their Manſions of Life and Glory! 
. 


throten out of the Seri cot Preſence of God! 


thrown out of holy, joyful, heavenly, Life! God ſpared 


- 


Day, 2 Pet. ii. 4. Angels are tumbled don into a 
«Second: Death, Rev: xX. 14. And Death (all that were 
dead) end Hell (all that were in Hell) ure caſ into 
'the Late of Fire; that is, the ſecond Death. And is 
not this chough for 


dowh ! Millions and Legions of Angels; enough to 


*AlFthe Earth; for, they are every where, in all Na- 
h they may devour'! enough to fill 


tions, ſeeking whom the 
our Air, for they are the Powers of the Air working in 
the Children of Diſobebience. And are not theſe e- 
nough to ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal Fire? are not 
they enough without you'? have you reſolved tq join 
yourſelves with them? have you a Mind to bear them 
Company are you willing to hear that dreadful 
Sentence, G ye chrſed, Into Zverlaſing Fire, prepared 
fer the Devil and his Avigels? If the Devil and his 
Angels art enough, te go Into that Fire, why will ye 


©go there 2 and nohy ac’ ye die O Hofe o Iſrael? 
6. 1s it not enough that your firſt Parents: diru but you 


i die ? Is ie not enough that Death is brought upon 


vou by Entail, but you muſt bring it upon yourſelves 
ye not, 


alſo by your own Folly and Wilfulneſs. Know 
that, by one Man, Sin entered into the World, and 


— 


Death by Sin, and that Death paſſes upon all, foraſ- 


much aus all have ſinned? But, alas! poor Möôrtals! is 
it not enough to have Death derived upon you from 


you ? O how many were caſt 


chat one Man, even ſrom old Adam but will you vo- 


luntarily bring heavier Deſtruction upon yourſelves ? 


Will Nothingeterve your Turn but a reſolute pulling 
don of Death and Deſtruction upon your own Heads? 


he treats With your Perſons,” with your perſodal Un- 


derſtandings, Wule, and Hearts; he offers to = 
Pu ee . „5 


Know ye not thariGod is now ſetting you upon a net; 
Foundation? He now ſets you upon your own: Hattum; 
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Life through his Son, the ſecond Adam; and in the 
ſecond Covenant, eſtabliſned upon better Promiſes. If 


you now die, youdhall not die merely as one that fin- 
ned in Adam and fell with him in his firſt Tranſgreſſi- 


on, but this will be your Condemnation; that Light 


is come into the World, and Life is come into the 
Worid, and has been offered unto you, and you would 
not have it. And wll nothing ſerve your Turn, but 4 


 forer Condemnation ? an aggravated Death? Have you 
- reſolved to die as Self-deſtreyers ?. and as wilfully 


acceſſary to your own Death? Why will you die, O 
Houj: of Iſrael ? | 


7. J it not enough that the old World died, but you muſt 
die too? How long-hved was that World! How well 
+ Rored with Inhabitants How long lived! Six or ſeven 


Hundred Years was an ordinary Life. How well filled? 
The Earth ſurely was repleniſhed abundantly. The 
Earth was filled with Violence, Gen. vi. 11. as it it were 
full of violent, bloody, Inhabitants. But what a vib- 
lent Death ruſhed in upon them all? God ſpared not 
the old World, but brought in the Flood upon the World of 


the Ungodly, And Death came with the violent, irre- 


fiſtible, Waters; no Shelter or Refuge for poor Sin- 
ners in Houſes, Courts, nor Caſtles; no Refuge in 


Woods, or on the higheſt Trees and Mountaih-tops ; 


no Refuge in Grots, or Dens, or Caves of the Earth : 


Death ſweeps down and waſhes away a whole World 
before it. And then how faſt did Souls die as well as 


Bodies! Then Hell filled apace. It was a World of 
ungodly ones. And how many then went hence to lift 


up their Eyes in Hell | What Work was there for the 
Devil and his Angels, to receive ſuchThrongs of Souls 
that came from this World of ours! O how vaſtly wae 
the Dungeon of Hell filled all on a ſudden! and what 
a Change was here, for Souls to launch out of the Water 


into the endleſs Flames! out of the rolling Waxes into 


the Lake that burns for ever and ever! And were not 
theſe enough to die? Thouſands and thouſands then 
went down to. the bottomleſs Pit! Was it notenough _ 
that a World thus died, but you muſt add yourſelyes 

to their Number, and you mult die too ? crab 


F 
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Moreover, was it not enongh that Sodom & > | 


and other Cities of the Plain, died, and dreadfully 
died, but you muſt die too? Oh! what a dfeadful Death 
, was theirs | God rained upon Sodon and Gomorrah 


Brimſtone and Fire out of Heawen. And he overthewv 


. thoſe Cities, anu all the Plain, and all the Inhabitants of 


theſe Cities, Gen. xix. 24, 25. And how many might 
thoſe Inhabitants be? Probably Thouſands and Thou- 
ſands, And what a Death was theirs ? A Hell on Earth, 


Fire and Brimſtone rained upon them out of Heaven. 


This was juſt like the Vengeance of eternal Fire. And 


are not theſe enough in your Eyes to die, but you muſt 
enoreaſe the Company and die too? 

8. I it not enough that the Redeemer died, but that you 
mufe die too? What! would you have the Surety die 
and the Debtor too.? Oh! how painful, ſhameful, and 


grievous, was his Death! and will not that ſervę your 
4 Turn? His Sorrows made him ſigh, and groan, and 


* pray, that, if it were poſſible, that bitter Cup might 
paſs from him! In his Sorrows he was heavy and ſore 


am zed, and Sweat; blood dropped down to the Ground. 
He was laſhed and ſcourged in a crucl. bloody, Man- 


ner: He was nailed in his Hands and Feet to the Croſs; 
his Side was lanced with a Spear to let out the Blood 


ot his Heart; he bore the Curſe of his Father's Lau; 
he breathed out his Soul in lamenting after his Father's 


Light, and Favour, and Love; My Geog. my God, awhy 


. haſt thou forſaken me ? And was not here Death enough 
for you ? The Apoſtle reckons, that if one died tor all, 


then were all dead ! all as good as dead in him. And 


cannot you reckon fo too? cannot you reckon your- 
ſelves crucified together with Chriſt ? and now obliged 
to lire together with Chriit ? and to ſeek. that Life that 


is above, where Chriſt is at the Right-hand of God ? 


Was it not enough then that the Wee mould die, 
but you mult die tog? 


9. Ts it not enough that the «ld Houſe * Tjrael ſhould 2 


By generally die, but you mu? die aiſo * Alas | how few of 
the old Iſrael of God were willing to enter into Life? 


Lou ſind the a 9h God aner Who hath 


eli eved 


: 9 1 ik es * n. 
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believed our Report ? You find the Prophet pleading, 


Why ill ye die, O Houſe of Jrae]!? You find the 
Apoſtle complain, that /#ae/ would hot be gathered; 
that the Zewws, the natural Branches, were broken off 
through their Unbelief ; that they were unwilling to 
accept of eternal Life; that they put the Word of Gd 
far fram them, /o that Wrath was come upon them to the 
utmoſt, and they were ſealed upunto eternal Death and 
Wrath. And how many were they? Scattered into all 
Nations. And are they not enough to die? eſpecially 
when added to all the Reſt? Would you till increaſe - 
the Number of the eternally dead ? Oh! Hy will © 
you die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? Ne be LITE 
10. Are there not enough yet elſewhere to die, but you 
muſt die too Are there not enough in other Parts of 
the World? enough in heathen Lands to periſh and be 
loſt for ever? Oh! why are Chriſtians fo unconcerned 
about the poor blind Nations that have no Grace, no 
Goſpel, no Saviour, ſent to hem? Oh! how great a 
Part of the World lies in heatheniſh Idolatry, and in 


the Shadow of Death! The Time of their Ignorance 


and Sin God winks at, and ſeems to deliver them up 
to their own Deſtruction. Ng Ambailadors are ſent to 
them to entreat them to be reconciled to God; no 
Redeemer ſtands and knocks at their Doors as he does 
at yours: no divineSpirit ſtrives with them as he does 
with you. O poor Souls! how mournfully has God 
forſaken them ! do not your Bowels yearn over them? 
It is a Sign you have no great Love or Value for Chriſt 
or his Goſpel, or elſe you would pity and lament the 
Condition of thoſe that have them not, Theſe are the 
greateſt Part of the World. Are not theſe enough to 


perifh and. be loſt for ever? Oh! why will ye add 


yourſelves. to their Number, and awhy will ye die, O 
, ad oe ES 

t. 1s the Number of the ſawed like to be ſo great, that 
you will be none of that Number? Ah! tooliſh Pro- 
feffors } do you think that too many will get to 
Heaven? or that Heaven will be too full? There is 
Room enough for you: Luke xiv, 22, You heard 

* eee ee eee e 
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indeed that there 13 . and Thouſands: of 
Angels; that there is of redeemed Saints ſuch a braveſkhat 
Company that no Man kan number. But does this epe 
oftend ye? Do you think the Multitude too great into 
Will you deſcend to the damned World in Expecta 
tion to find fewer? Alas! will few be {aved? will. 
the Righteous th.cinfelves ſcarcely be ſaved ? and will, 
you think thoſe f-w too many? Why will you ſhutÞpoo 
yourſelves out of their Number? and awvhy will x 
eternally die? Or, © 4 En 
12. Are Heaven and Life fo dreadful a State that yeuyer 
are reſolved you ill not come there? What! my Brefthe' 
thren, are you afraid of eternal Glory? Will Joy and and 
Happineſs do yon any Harm? Wil: heavenly Bleſſſand 
edneſs be your Grief. and Lo's, and Torture ? Is ever ſha 
-laſting Light worſe chan everlaſting Darkneſs? Is end Cr. 
leſs Life worſe than endleſs Death? Do you hate and Str 
abhor the Face, and Favour, and Loving-kindneſs, off me: 
God? Will that Prefence and Glory be your Torturd gre 
and Miſery? Why then do yeu fry from Heaven? Whyſthi: 
are ye, through Sin, and Sloth, and Careleſsneſsſ the 
haftening unto eternal Deſtruction? O?. why will yASti. 
die that are called unto eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus Ha 
13. I Death and Hell ſo happy a State that none but Bit 
that will ſerve you then? What ſhall I ſay to you povlthe 
dear Souls? Are ye in Love with the Curſe of God? pre 
can you chearfully bear the Showers of his Wrath for 
the flaming Breath that goes out of his Noftrils ? the] Ho 
fharp Arrows of the Almighty, when they ſhall ſtici anc 
in your Heart and Sides? Are howling, hideous Devils 1 
fuck pleaſant Company that you have reſolved to bi- 
with them for ever? How will you bear that aftoniſhÞ}che 
ing Sentence, Go, ye cur/ed, into everlaſting Fire, prepay yo! 
red for the Devil and his Angels! Can ye chearfullfſto 
dwell in everlaſting Fire, or contentedly lie down i Da 
everlaſting Burnings ' If you make a Mock at theſe yo 
Things now, do you think you ſhall do fo when yau in 
are in the Midſt of them? Do you think it will be ag cal 
. eaſy to find and feel thoſe Tortures as it is now to heag Be 
or read of them? Poſt thou think pe alc 40 an 
hack | | 8 tha rai 
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raveſthat thou art got ates 2 9 thou ſhalt never 
thigepent the Time or Day that thou didſt drop down 
eat nto the endleſs, furious, Flames: 
ectaY 14. I the Miſery of thoſe that die out of the heathen 
Wwill/orld fo ſmall, that you have reſolved yours ſhall be 
willforeater than theirs * Do you think the Damnation of 
ſhutÞpoor Tarks andHeathens is not ſharp and ſevere enough? 
voi Have you a Mind to taſte and feel more than they? 

They have not had indeed your Invitations and Calls; 

? you your Lights, and Helps, and Means, Do you think 
BreFtheirSins are not large enough, but yours ſhall be fuller 
 andJand larger than theirs? Do you think their Stripes 
iefl-Jand Laſhes:are not loud and keen enough, but yours 
\Ccr{ſhall be keener and deeper than theirs? Ah! poor 
end Creatures ! Are you deſirous to be beaten with moſt 
and Stripes? Would you make your Judgements and Tor- 
s, of ments greater than thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrah ? 
rturQoreater than the Woes of Tyre and Sidex ? Will no- 
Whjf thing ſerve you but the hotteſt Place in the ficry Lake? 
neisfl the moſt raging Phins of Conſcience, the ſharpeſt 
1 Astings and Bites of that enraged Worm that never dies? 
ſts] Have you reſolved to be turned into Hell, laden with 

e bull Bibles, and Sermons, and Sabbaths, to make your Fall 
poof the lower there? Oh! what is the Matter that you 

Jod prepare a Cup of ſevereſt Indignation and Revenge 

rath for yourſelves? O poor Chriſtians! will you die? 

? thi} How unſpeakably ſad and intolerable will your Death 
ſricyand Anguiſh be to all Eternity! es : 

evils 15. Are you ſuch Enemies to yourſelves that you baue 

to bi :e bred to die, whatever comes of it ® Have you ſworn 
>nHbY the Deſtruction of your own Souls and Bodies Have 
repay you damned them fo often that you are now unwilling 
fullflto revoke the Sentence? Are you any of the vile 
vn ii Dammes of the World, that have over and over devoted 
theſq your Souls unto Damnation, and are ye willing to die, 

1 you an your own repeated Curſes > What! are you impla- 
be ag cably fallen out with yourſelves? enraged at your own 

 healſ Beings? Are you grown ſo unnatural that you hate 

ejoicq and abhor your ewn Fleſh? and would faim fee it 
the raiſed from the Grave and thrown into the fiery Lake 
that flames for ever? O cruel, barbarous, N | 
| | e tors! 


— 


1 
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tors ! y awwill ye die! O [ſrael, thou haſt deflroyed 
ot, | 1 | 
16. Ls it not enough to die once, but you muſt die twice ? 
Die the ſecond and more dreadful Death! The firſt 
Death muſt come ;-you cannot prevent it ; and how 
great will be its Work and Power! It will break the 
Frame of Man to pieces. It'tramples the Body into the 
Duſt, and will lay it rotting and mouldering there. It 
will ſpoil you of all your Beauty, and Strength, and 
Comelineſs, It will make you meat for Worms, and 
' mingle you with the common Earth and Duſt. And is 
not this enough? Will nothing but the ſecond Death 
ſerve yourTurn ? Oh! confider how grievous that is. 
It is called the Lake that burns with Fire and Brimftone. 
That is the /econd Death, Rev. xxi. 8. O what is more 
tormenting than Fire! whatFire more ſharp and violent 
than that of Brimſtone! And is this the Death you 
covet and chooſe ? Atid will not the Wrath, the Fury, 
the Indignation, and e ee of the Lord, be more 
ſharp and ſevere upon the Soul, than Fire and Brimſtone 
can be to the Body ! and will none but the ſecond Death 
ſerve your Turn? Or, N 
17. Have you a mind to try by your own Experience 
tohat this Death is ! what the Wages of Sin are, and 
the Penalty God has threatened ? Are you not willin 
to believe us; and to believe the Word of God, und 
the Aecount and Deſcription God has given you? Are 
ou, like our firſt Parents, loth to go upon Truſt? will- 
ing to knowGood and Evil for yourſelves? and ſo are 
ye deſirsus to be damned out of Curiofity ? will ye go 
to the Regions of Hell and Darkneſs to try how it is 
there? to ſee what they are doing and ſuffering there? 
Have you a mind to taſte their Sorrows; to Pa their 
' Pains ; to try whether the Report of that World and its 
Miſeries are true? But, Ob! how will you return? Will 
ou, for aa Experiment and Trial, lie down in ever- 
laſtingBurnings? Or are yourTortures ſo great already 
you want to know the worſt and utmoſt ofthem? that 
bas been the Caſe of ſome poor tormented Souls, ſuch 
as Francis Spira, and ſome others. The Torments of 
their Mads and Conſciences have been ſo intolerably 
| 1 | We _ great 


% great, that they have been ready to wiſh themſelves in 
Ilell that they might know and feel the utmoſt of what 
, » they muſt endure. They could not bear the Thoughts 
"| Jof bearing more than they bore alrcady. And therefore 
w fithat they might be rid of Fears, they have wiſhed them- 
he elves plunged into the real Damnation of Hell. Oh! 
be we es Caſe ! enough to make every Joint tremble 
Ir fo think of it! Is this your Condition ? are you over- 
nd {whelmed with ſuch Agonies ? why elſe do ye run in 
ad fithe Way to endleſs Death? and why will ye die, 0 
is Hoigſe of Iſrael ! Or, 5 „ 
th 18. Are you willing that Death;/ſhould reign and triumph 
is, lover this World of ours ? So it muſt do, if the ſecond 
16, [Death prevail; if natural Death muſt carry away the 
re inhabitants of the World into eternal Death; But it is 
determined by Heaven that Death ſhall not ſo entirely 
reign, The Son of God is ſent from Heaven to ſlay 
Death and conquer it : He has taker it for his Enemy, 
and he will reign till he has trod all Enemies under his 
Feet: The laſt Lane that ſhall be deſtroyed is Death. He 
ith vill come from Heaven to deſtroy it: He will come 
and open the Graves, and raiſe his Saints to Life, to 
vce (glorious, endleſs, Life. And ſo Death to them ſhall be 
nd lentirely deſtroyed and ſwallowed up in Victory. But 
ng fare you lethe it ſhould be deſtroyed? lothe that it ſhould 
4 e aboliſhed and conquered by the Lord jeſus? are ou 
Ire willing that it ſhould reign ſtill, and have the Dominion 
ill. Per you at the Reſurrection of the Dead? Are you 
are {worn Friends te Death? and have you made a Cove- 
go Pant with Hell? will you be Slaves and Captives of it 
ig For ever? Are you Enemies to the Power and Conqueſt 


re? Pf the Redeemer ? do you intend that he ſhall not ſlay -. 5 


eir nd vanquiſh Deatb for you? but that, in Spite to him 
[its End his Glory, you will he under the Power and 
Vill Rage of Death for evermore? Or, 5 


er. 19. Have you a Mind to defeat the Redeemer*s Deſign 
ady I” going to prepare Places above for ſuch as you? Is. he 
nat one to Heaven to prepare Places for poor:Mortals+v' 
ach Ind have you reſolved you will never come there? 
z of hall there be Room enough in the Regions of Life, 


bly. Jad vet none for you? Shall the Redeemer be a2 


ore runner! and have you reſolved he ſhgtl not be a 
ere. runner to you? and that becauſe ye | not fol- 
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„lo him? doyou male ivtend to diſappoint and 
© frafirate all his glorious Deſigns in aſcending into 
= Heaven and fitting down at the right Hand of God? 
and appearing there in the Preſence of God for you? 
=. Have you relolved he ſhall live in vain, and intercede 


in vain, and act in Heaven in vain as to you? Hare you 
reſolved you will die, and will never come there? Or, 
= 20. Have you a Mind ts glorify no other Attribute of 
od but his Wrath and Vengeance? will you fall a Sacri- 
=”. fce to his Power and Fury? Oh! how ſtrong and dread- 
ful will that be! Who can dwell in everlaſting 'Fire 
and Burnings ! Do not you remember that the Saviour 
himſelf repreſents the proud rich Man in Hell, tor- 
mented in thoſe Flames! Oh! the Power of divine 
Anger and Jealouſy ! O the Vials of Wrath that will 
be poured out upon the Veſſels of Wrath for evermore! 
How wretched and miſerable muſt they be whom the 
1:ving God will delight to puniſh for ever and ever! 
Alas ! dear Souls! have you a Mind to be made a 
Spectacle to Angels and all the glorified World? a 
SpeRacle of divine Fury, Indignation, and holy Re- 
venge, throughout all the Ages of Eternity? If you 
will thus die, here is no Remedy, Believing Hearts 
and Eyes muſt ſigh and weep over you. Ve muſt in 
a little While lie down in a horrid ſulphureous Lake, 
that burns and flames for ever and ever! 

But for all your preſent Wilfulneſs, will you pleaſe, 
dear Souls, to think of theſe Things! Is there a Door 
opened for your Entrance into endleſs Life, and will 

ou not think of it? Shall the eternal God aſk ye the 
Renn why ye wil die and auill ye not think of it? 
Shall the good and kind Redeemer knock at your 

Dtoor, and aſk you to go along with him into eterna 
Lu, and will ye not think of it? Is this Life haſten- 
ing to an End, and will ye not think of it? Is Death 
1 approaching apace, and the judge at the Door, and 
vill ye not think of it or him! Muſt ye in a few Bl 
be either in Heaven or Hell; among the Sleſea or ki 
3 JB; and yet will ye not think of it? Well, fare- 
Heloved Reader, and remember that thou laſt Wl 
ö;ith a Letter that comes from one that would 
oeragtully ſerve thySoul and meet thee in Heaven, Amen! i 
ood THE LN Da i | 


